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Valentines  as  Love  Tokens 
Nancy  Rosin 

Surprising  as  it  may  be  to  hear,  the  coin  love  tokens  we  “Love 
Token  Society”  members  collect  and  cherish  are  not  the  only  love 
tokens  around.  If  fact,  most  of  the  love  tokens  I  collect  are  not  coins 
at  all.  Ranging  from  parchment  to  glass  to  pottery  and  even  wood,  my 
collection  encompasses  all  manner  of  gilts  ol  love,  with  my  special 
focus  being  antique  Valentines.  Our  mutual  interest  -  coins  as  gifts  of 
love  and  affection  -  is  just  another  aspect  of  my  very  broad  subject. 
At  this  Valentine  season  I  would  like  to  share  some  of  my  collecting 
passion  with  you. 

From  the  first  generous  gift  of  a  lovely  leaf  or  feather  from  one 
prehistoric  person  to  another,  to  the  carved  petroglyphs,  which  might 
have  marked  a  hunter’s  accomplishment,  we  have  perpetuated  the  tradition  of 
honoring  those  for  whom  we  hold  special  thoughts.  Using  their  various  artis¬ 
tic  abilities,  human  beings  have  created  beautiful  objects  and  written  messages, 
which  might  better  convey  the  emotions  they  felt  and  which  were  so  wonderful 
that  they  were  saved  as  tender  treasures  themselves.  The  human  spirit  adores 
the  concept  of  giving  and  receiving,  and  gifts  of  love,  in  any  guise,  seem  to  have 
certainly  been  an  important  part  of  our  history.  In  a  period  when  life  was  short, 
and  life  and  death  were  equally  significant,  time  was  taken  to  commemorate  all 
manner  of  events. 

For  hundreds  of  years,  Valentine’s  Day  has  been  a  time  for  friends  and 
lovers  to  exchange  thoughts  of  love.  Since  276  A.D.,  when  Valentinus  became 
the  patron  Saint  of  lovers,  and  his  name  was  affixed  to  the  Roman  festival  com¬ 
memorating  the  Rites  of  Spring,  lovers,  like  the  mating  birds,  have  chosen  part¬ 
ners  for  the  coming  year.  The  original  lottery  was  long  ago  replaced,  but  mes¬ 
sages  of  endearment,  gifts  and  sweet  poetry  have  been  customary  since  the  era 
of  Chaucer  and  Shakespeare,  who  referred  to  the  February  fourteenth  holiday  in 
their  writings.  continued  on  page  3 
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General  Funds 

Balance  As  Of  December  10,  2007 

Receipts 


Membership  Dues  $787.50 

New  Member  12.50 

Love  Token  Sales  Commissions  55.00 

Total  Receipts  $853.00 

vSubtotal 
Expenses 

Ck#  1507  Robert  Newhouse 


December  Newsletter  $234.36 
Total  Expenses 


$4,102.84 


$853.00 


$4,955.84 


($234.36) 
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Balance  As  Of  February  11,  2008 
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Permanent  Fund  1 -year  certificate  of  deposit  $1,254.54 

Citizens  Bank  &  Trust,  Mandeville,  LA  70448 

TOTAL  Love  Token  Society  Funds 

Membership  -  154 


$5,976.02 


Secretary/  Treasurer 
Sid  Gale 


FUN  Show  Report 

Sid  Gale 


The  FLTN  show  was,  as  usual,  a  very  nice  show.  If  you  have  never  attended  one  I  suggest  you  plan  to  some¬ 
time  in  the  future.  It  was  wonderful  seeing  many  of  our  Love  Token  Society  members,  buying,  trading  and  selling  love 
tokens  and  socializing  at  dinner. 

Love  Token  Availability:  Generally  speaking,  it  was  difficult  finding  love  tokens  unless  you  knew  where  to 
look.  Most  dealers  didn’t  have  then  at  all  and  those  that  did  had  just  a  few  and  they  were  over  priced  (in  my  opinion). 
Fortunately,  there  were  two  dealers,  Linda  Amey  (Florida)  and  Rosemarie  Ingenito  (California)  that  had  display  cases 
full  of  love  tokens  and  they  were  fairly  priced.  I  am  also  happy  to  say  that  both  are  Love  Token  Society  members. 
There  were  also  several  other  members  present  with  love  tokens  to  sell  and  trade  outside  of  the  bourse  area. 

Exhibits:  I  am  sorry  to  say  there  were  no  love  token  exhibits.  We  need  to  make  this  a  priority  for  next  year. 

Love  Token  Society  Meeting:  We  had  a  meeting  on  Friday  afternoon  with  12  people  present.  After  introduc¬ 
ing  ourselves  to  each  other  we  discussed  several  subjects: 

I  was  asked  why  they  had  not  received  a  club  directory  and  I  admitted  that  one  was  far  overdue.  I  will  have 
one  published  and  in  the  mail  when  it  appears  that  everyone  has  paid  their  dues  (estimate  April  or  early  May). 

A  member  requested  we  make  the  Love  Token  Sales  sheets  available  by  email  or  online. 

We  discussed  the  availability  of  love  tokens  at  die  show.  We  decided  it  might  be  a  good  idea  to  list  in  the  love 
letter  members  and  known  love  token  dealers  who  would  be  attending  different  shows  throughout  the  country.  If  you 
go  to  a  major  show  and  don’t  know  who  will  likely  have  love  tokens  for  sale  you  may  not  find  much.  If  you  know  that 
Linda,  Rosemarie,  or  any  other  dealer  known  to  have  love  tokens  will  be  there  you  will  at  least  have  a  place  to  start. 
They  should  also  be  able  to  point  you  in  die  right  direction  to  find  more.  Please  contact  me  if  you  are  interested  in 
participating  in  this  and  I  will  coordinate  it  with  Bob  Newhouse,  the  editor. 

We  then  had  a  show  and  tell  session  and  four  or  five  of  us  had  love  tokens  to  sell  or  trade.  We  did  some  buy¬ 
ing  and  selling. 
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Seller’s  Address 
Seller’s  Phone  n 

umber/ email  address 

Date: 

Example 

1817  q.OD 

Any  member  who  has  love  tokens  for  sale  can  submit  them  for  sale  themselves  as  follows: 

1  .Fill  in  coin  information. 

2.  Use  double-sided  tape  and  place  your  love  token  in  position. 

3.  Find  a  copy  machine  at  your  local  Office  Depot,  etc.,  and  place  your  sheet  face  down.  Make  a  copy 

4.  Send  your  sale  sheet  to  Bob  Newhouse  and  it  will  be  included  in  the  Love  Token  Sale  section. 

5.  Buyers  will  call  you  to  buy.  They  will  send  their  payment  to  you.  You  will  then  send  them  their  love 
tokens.  The  sellers  handle  their  own  sales. 

“The  Valentine”  at  that  time  was  neither  the  gift  nor  the 
message,  but  it  was  a  “person.”  And  so,  when  one  chose  a  “Val¬ 
entine,”  it  was  to  be  ones’  special  person  for  the  entire  year.  It  was 
not  until  the  eighteenth  century,  when  the  Church  encouraged 
people  to  select  a  Saint  as  a  patron,  that  the  tradidon  changed. 
Carefully  hand-cut  “devodonals”  were  created  on  parchment  and 
vellum  in  French  monasteries  —  their  delicacy  and  beauty  imitated 
hand-crocheted  lace,  and  was  the  precursor  of  the  wonderful  lace 
papers,  which  followed. 

Virtually  every  ardsdc  technique  has  been  employed  in  the 
making  of  Valentines,  from  the  simplicity  of  handmade  drawings 
and  puzzles,  theorem  paintings,  or  folded  and  cut  paper,  to  the  arts 
of  woodblock  printing,  engraving,  aquatint,  fueled  by  the  dyna¬ 
mism  of  the  Industrial  Revolution,  lithography  and  chromolithog¬ 
raphy.  Machines  created  cameo-embossed  and  pierced  lace  designs, 
which  became  the  background  for  the  creative  fantasies  of  artisans, 
as  well  as  the  canvas  for  every  poet  and  ardent  suitor.  Frequently, 
the  Valentine  became  the  respected  vehicle  for  a  marriage  propos¬ 
al,  with  a  ring  of  gilded  paper  or  a  pair  of  paper  gloves  contained 
within  its  pages. 

Valentines  are  a  unique  chronicle  of  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  aspects  of  society  in  England  and  America  during  the  last 


century,  and  provide  a  fascinating  window  through  which  we  may 

study  history  and  customs  by  learning  about  the  actual  people.  These  tender  mementoes  offer  an 
insight  we  cannot  glean  from  mere  texts.  Constrained  by  the  limits  of  commercially  available  items, 
they  often  created  magical  gifts  of  the  heart.  The  tenderness  and  beauty  contained  within  each  piece 
is  a  special  treasure  to  cherish.  My  research  indicates  that  coins  were  not  exchanged  before  valen¬ 
tines  were  popular,  but  they  were  probably  popular  at  the  same  time,  as  engraved  “coins  of  the  realm,”  as 
marriage  tokens,  or  as  simple  engraved  planchets. 

“Tokens  of  Affection”  or  “Tokens  of  Love”  are  the  sentimental  terms  we  have  come  to  apply  to  all 


the  lovely  things  people  have  given  to  one  another  over  the  centuries  to  express  friendship,  esteem,  recogni¬ 
tion,  merit,  and  especially  love.  These  endearing  gifts  could  be  called  “Valentines”  when  given  near  Febru¬ 
ary  14th,  the  holiday  commemorating  the  patron  Saint  of  lovers,  but  similar  tokens  were  often  given  to  dear 
ones  throughout  the  year. 

Among  the  more  interesting  love  tokens  are  the  scrimshaw  items  made  by  19th  century  sailors  on 
their  whaling  voyages  -  who  cold  deny  the  ivory  corset  busk  as  the  ultimate  love  token  -  close  to  the  heart 
and  constant  reminder!  Welsh  Love  Spoons,  shell  objects  d’art,  glass  rolling  pins,  jewelry  of  all  manner, 
sewing  tools  and  pincushions,  knitting  sheaths,  boxes  made  form  paper,  wood  or  fine  enamel. . .  the  list 
seems  endless.  Adorned  with  the  familiar  motifs  of  love,  these  all  became  treasured  possessions  in  every 
stratum  of  society,  and  their  importance  as  a  social  chronicle  is  gradually  being  recognized.  These  very  real 
objects,  given  within  the  bonds  of  love,  are  the  most  personal  communication  between  two  people  and 
reveal  how  similar  we  all  are.  The  tiny  woven  paper  hearts  and  hands  adorned  with  a  Lover’s  Knot  ot  care¬ 
fully  woven  hair,  speak  volumes  about  the  maker,  and  the  recipient,  and  must  undeniably  be  called  “love 

tokens.”  , 

As  the  passionate  collector  of  all  these  love  tokens,  it  is  my  hope  that  you  will  see  in  them  the  spe¬ 
cial  qualities  I  envision,  and  that  you,  too,  will  share  the  celebration  of  love  and  friendship  every  day  ot  the 
year.  Whether  we  look  at  them  in  a  frame  or  case,  or  wear  them  for  our  personal  pleasure,  they  are  a  living 
history,  all  speaking  a  common  language  -  love.  Among  all  my  treasures,  my  special  love  token  is  a  gold 
coin  bearing  an  unknown  beloved’s  intertwined  initials  and  the  date  1887,  a  love  token  from  my  husband, 
which  I  will  forever  wear  around  my  neck. 
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Tokens  &  Valentines 


Tokens  &  Valentines 
By  Ed  Fleischmann 

( Numismatic  S  crap  bo  ok,  Feb.  1976) 

February  is  synonymous  with  Valentine’s  Day  and  a  fea¬ 
ture  on  Love  Tokens  seems  appropriate  for  such  a  day.  Though 
Love  Tokens  have  a  relatively  short  history,  as  we  measure  time, 
the  history  of  Valentine’s  Day  can  be  traced  to  ancient  times. 

The  Romans  celebrated  a  festival  for  lovers  that  they  called  the 
Feast  of  Lupercalia.  Young  people  chose  partners  by  drawing 
names  from  a  box.  The  partners  then  exchanged  gifts  as  a  sign 
of  affection.  The  young  people  often  continued  to  enjoy  one 

another’s  company  long  after  the  festival  and  many  such  courtships  ended  in  marriage. 

After  Christianity  had  spread  over  much  of  the  known  world,  churchmen  tried  to  infuse 
a  Christian  meaning  into  what  had  always  been  a  pagan  festival.  Pope  Galasius  in  496  A.D., 
changed  the  Festival  of  Lupercalia  on  February  15th  to  Valentine’s  Day  on  February  14th.  In 
spite  of  the  Church’s  efforts  to  make  Valentine’s  Day  of  religious  significance,  it  has  retained  its 
sentimental  meaning  to  the  present  time. 

Flistorians  cannot  agree  completely  on  the  identity  of  St.  Valentine;  there  were  two 
of  them.  One  of  them  was  a  priest  who  lived  in  Rome  during  the  reign  of  Emperor  Claudius 
II.  The  Romans  jailed  him  for  aiding  the  Christians.  People  believed  that  he  cured  his  jailer’s 
daughter  of  blindness.  About  270  A.D.,  he  was  beheaded  on  Palatine  Flill  at  the  site  of  an  an¬ 
cient  altar  to  Juno.  Many  years  later  Christians  named  a  gate  in  Rome,  Porto  Valenini,  after  him. 

The  other  St.  Valentine  was  a  bishop  of  Terni,  who  was  persecuted  for  converting  a 
Roman  family  to  Christianity.  Fie  was  beheaded  in  Rome  about  273  A.D.  It  is  very  possible  that 
both  acts  of  martyrdom  may  be  different  developments  of  the  same  original  account  and  refer 
only  to  one  person. 

St.  Valentine’s  Day,  as  a  lover’s  festival,  has  no  relation  to  St.  Valentine  or  to  any  incident 
in  his  life.  These  customs  seem  to  be  connected  to  either  the  pagan  Roman  Festival  of  Luper¬ 
calia,  or  the  spring  season  in  general.  One  old  belief  has  it  that  the  birds  choose  their  mates  on 
.  February  14th. 

misZk  Historians  have  little  documented  evidence  of  the  early  Valentine’s  Day  cel- 

ebrations.  According  to  Popular  Antiquities,  published  in  1877,  people  in  England 
_  observed  the  holiday  as  early  as  1446.  The  young  people  at  that  time  chose  their 

Valentine  partners  by  writing  the  names  on  slips  of  paper  and  then  drawing 
the  slips  from  a  vase. 

An  account  of  the  celebration  in  the  1700s,  describes  how 

groups  met  in  the  homes  of  the  gentry  on  the  eve  of  Val¬ 
entine’s  After  drawing  lots,  each  young  man  wore  his 

lady’s  name  on  his  sleeve  for  a  period  of  time.  Such  a  custom 

may  have  been  the  origin  expression;  “He  wears  his  heart  on 

his  sleeve.” 

Love  Tokens,  as  we  know  them  today,  were  preceded  by  the  bent  and 

broken  silver  and  gold  coins  mentioned  in  Shake-  sPeare  an(l  other  poets  as 

“Love  or  Marriage”  tokens. 
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Valentine’s  Day  in  the  United  Sates  became  popular  about  the  time  of  the  Civil  War. 

1  hat,  in  turn,  precipitated  a  rise  in  the  popularity  of  engraved  coins  as  Love  Tokens.  Their 
popularity  reached  a  climax  between  1880  and  1890,  when  the  U.S.  Government  stepped  in  and 
declared  that  defacing  coins  was  illegal.  The  accepted  reason  for  the  action  was  that  too  many 
coins,  especially  dimes,  had  been  taken  out  of  circulation  for  use  as  Love  Tokens. 

The  April  1882  issue  of  the  “American  Journal  of  Numismatics”  states  that,  “A  craze  is 
prevalent  among  school  girls,  who  beg  small  silver  pieces  of  their  sweethearts  and  friends,  one 
side  of  which  having  been  smoothed,  is  engraved  with  the  initials  of  the  giver.  The  greater  the 
variety  in  size,  or  mintage,  the  more  desirable  is  the  necklace.  A  somewhat  similar  taste  has  led  to 
a  call  on  the  mint  for  new  ten  cent  pieces,  to  be  used  in  making  bangles,  and  the  demand  has  at 
times  exceeded  the  supply.” 

Many  Love  Tokens  were  engraved  by  jewelers  and  watchmakers  in  local  stores.  A  greater 
number  were  made  by  practicing  artisans  at  county  fairs. 

The  simplest  was  a  coin  smoothed  on  one  side  (usually  the  reverse,  so  the  date  remained), 
and  engraved  with  the  initials  or  name  of  the  giver.  The  more  elaborate  Love  Tokens  embodied  a 
scene  of  particular  importance  to  the  couple  along  with  the  initials. 

The  most  elaborate  Love  Tokens  of  all  were  those  that  were  cutout,  enameled  or  had 
gold  applied  on  a  silver  coin. 
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Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 


STILL  SEEKING  NEW 
COIN  SALES  PERSON! 

Please  contact  Sid  Gale  for  all  the  details 
225-664-07  1  B,  SIDGALE@COX.NET 


This  issue  is 
dedicated  to  the 
memory  of 
Past 

President 
Lloyd  L. 
Entenmann 
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LOSES 


THE  LOVE  TOKEN  SOCIETY 
A  FORMER  LEADER 

The  Love  Token  Society  regrets  having  to  report  the  death  of  Lloyd  L. 
Entenmann.  Lloyd  passed  July  23,  2006  at  the  age  of  90.  At  that  time  he  was 
living  in  a  Masonic  Home  in  Burlington,  N.J.,  where  he  resided  since  1998.  He 
had  been  a  50  year  resident  of  Audubon,  N.J.,  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  in  1950  and  retired  in  1984  after  17  years  as  a  bank  officer. 

Lloyd  is  best  known  to  LTS  members  for  all  of  the  work  he  did  to  sup¬ 
port  our  organization.  Many  of  today’s  newer  members  may  only  know  him 
for  he  is  the  author  of  “Love  Tokens  as  Engraved  Coins  (1991).”  In  his  book 
(page  227)  he  wrote,  “The  Love  Token  Society  is  the  vehicle  which  brought 
about  the  initiative  that  gave  birth  to  this  book.”  Many  of  us  look  at  his  book 
as  the  authoritative  text  of  our  hobby.  He  was  known  to  many  as  “Mr.  Love 
Token.”  Still  others  like  to  think  of  him  as  the  grandfather  of  love  token  col¬ 
lecting  and  LTS.  He  gave  support  to  LTS  and  fostered  interest  in  collecting  at 
a  time  when  there  were  few  volunteers  or  leaders. 

Lloyd  became  involved  in  love  tokens  as  a  result  of  his  wife  Margaret’s 
interest.  (The  first  page  of  his  book  states  it  was  written  as  a  memorial  to  her.) 
He  was  LTS  Life  Member  #186,  the  number  that  she  had  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  He  attended  ANA  and  FUN  shows  and  represented  our  organization 
to  the  collecting  community  in  attendance.  He  was  our  Society  President  from 
1987  through  October  1998,  when  his  health  required  him  to  relinquish  the 
position  he  enjoyed  so  much.  The  February  1999  issue  of  the  Love  Letter  was 
dedicated  to  him,  with  no  fewer  than  40  members  writing  letters  of  thanks  and 
good  wishes  for  all  that  he  had  done  for  the  organization. 

This  club  member  never  met  him  in  person,  but  corresponded  with 
him  and  talked  with  him  by  phone  a  few  times.  Some  of  my  favorite  love  to¬ 
kens  are  those  I  bought  from  Lloyd  or  ones  that  are  featured  in  his  book. 

The  Love  Token  Society  is  a  better  organization  today  as  a  result  of  his 
involvement  in  the  hobby.  Ernie  Turnes 
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General  Funds 

Balance  As  Of  February  11,  2008 

z 

Receipts 

Membership  Dues 

$705.00 

LlI 

New  Member 

50.00 

2 

LJ 

Love  Token  Book  Sales 

53-00 

Total  Receipts 

$808.00 

Subtotal 

h 

Expenses 

< 

Ck#  1508  Robert  Newhouse  (LL  issue  235  Fe 

h 

Kinko’s 

$109.76 

tn 

Graphics 

75.00 

Postage 

82.00 

J 

Misc.  Postage 

4.29 

Feb.  LL  #23 

$271.05 

< 

Ck#1509  Invoice  Postage 

$  24.60 

u 

Ck#1510  Invoice  Printing 

5.26 

Ck#1511  Invoice  Labels 

13.10 

z 

Total  Invoice 

$  42.96 

< 

7 

Ck#1212  A.  Howard  -  website 

$  16.18 

Total  Expenses 

mrnm 

|™ 

Ll 

Balance  As  Of  April  10,  2008 

Permanent  Fund  1 -year  certificate  of  deposit 

Citizens  Bank  &  Trust,  Mandeville,  1 

TOTAL  Love  Token  Society  Funds 

New  Members 

#2016  Vada  Baird 

371  Vivian  St.,  Oxford  MS  38655 

#2017  Sandy  Weinstein 

4117  Jora  Lane,  Cincinnati,  OH  45209 

$4,721.48 


$808.00 


$5,529.48 


($330.19) 


$1,254.54 


$5,199.29 


$6,453.83 

#2018  Laurie  Zeiden 

8003  Harrods  Landing,  Prospect,  KY  40059 
#2019  Joseph  H.  Cartonia 

270  Fruitwood  Dr.,  Williamsville,  NY  14221 


mm 


Note  From  The  Sec 

1.  Coin  Shows 


Good  news!  Rosemarie  I: 

y'AA  '/  ^  <  ts- 


Society  with  a  club  booth  at  th 


tion  to  those  desiring  to  learn  abou 


contacted  the  ANA  and  the  ANA  has  agreed  to  provide  the  Love  Token 
Rosemarie  has  volunteered  to  represent  our  club  and  provide  informa- 
If  you  attend  an  ANA  show  please  stop  by  the  booth  to  visit  and  help 


_ 


Below  are  three  coin  shows  that  Love  Token  Society  member  coin  dealers  will  be  attending.  They  will  have 

v  CD  J 

love  tokens  available  to  show  and  to  sell.  Please  stop  by  their  booths  and  say  hi. 


and  Linda  Amey’s  Coins,  Baltimore  Maryland 


Whitman  Coin  Show,  June  5-7  2008,  —  Linda  Ame 
World‘s  Fair  of  Money  -  ANA  Show,  July  30  -  Aug.  3rd  2008,  Linda  Amey,  Rosemarie  Ingenito,  Love 
Token  Society  Booth,  Baltimore  Maryland 
Whitman  Coin  Show,  Nov.  20  -22  -  Linda  Amey,  Baltimore  Maryland 

2.  Website 

Our  website  is  up  and  working  thanks  to  one  of  our  members  Andrew  Howard.  Please  visit 
lovetokensociety.org  If  you  have  any  questions  or  want  to  provide  input  to  it  contact  Andrew  at 
mentaUol@yahoo.com 

3.  I  regret  to  report  that  James  H.  Pollister  died  on  February  22,  2008.  Our  condolences  have  been  extended  to  his 

Secretary/Treasnrer 
Sid  Gale 


family. 
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Antiques  Collectors  to  learn  of  Love  Tokens 
Ernie  Turnes 

In  late  2007,  a  representative  of  the  South  Strand  Antique  Arts  Association  saw  an  item 
in  the  local  newspaper  about  a  meeting  of  the  Myrtle  Beach  Coin  Club  and  called  me  (as  I  was 
named  in  the  meeting  notice).  She  wanted  to  know  if  someone  from  die  club  would  be  willing 
to  come  to  an  S.S.A.A.A.  meeting  and  talk  about  coins.  I  said  that  someone  would,  and  that  it 
would  probably  be  me. 

That  talk  was  March  11th  and  I  was  the  speaker 

As  fellow  collectors,  we  had  a  lot  in  common.  Among  the  topics  discussed  were  the  fac¬ 
tors  a  that  determine  an  item’s  value  (antiques,  coins,  etc.)  the  wide  range  of  numismatic  collect¬ 
ibles,  coin  clubs,  and  unusual  U.S.  coin  denominations  and  their  stories  (including  die  fact  that 
die  2  cent  coin  was  the  first  U.S.  coin  to  have  the  motto  “In  God  We  Trust,”  and  why). 

I  displayed  a  number  of  numismatic  items  from  my  collection,  including  some  love 
tokens.  In  the  discussion  I  mentioned  that  Seated  half  dimes  and  love  tokens  are  my  primary 
numismatic  collecting  interests.  Only  one  of  the  30+  in  attendance  (  a  lady  that  had  just  opened 
an  antiques  shop)  had  heard  of  love  tokens.  I  briefly  explained  what  love  tokens  are  and  men¬ 
tioned  that  my  wife,  who  was  at  the  meeting,  always  wears  a  $2.50  gold  love  token  with  her 
initials.  As  antique  collectors,  die  members  were  interested  in  learning  more  and  invited  me  to 
give  a  love  token  talk  in  February  2009. 

It  was  an  enjoyable  morning  and  the  club  took  my  wife  and  me  to  a  local  restaurant.  We 


Unfinished  Business 
Ernie  Turnes 

On  March  28th,  I  won  a  love  token  on  eBay  unlike  any  in  my  col¬ 
lection,  or  that  I  had  ever  seen.  It  was  described  as  “Love  Token,  unfin¬ 
ished,  possibly  on  a  2  cent  piece-MDC.”  One  side  has  three  overlapping 
letters  and  the  other  side  is  blank.  It  was  described  as  slightiy  smaller  than 
a  US  quarter. 

I  have  a  few  “unfinished’  love  tokens  in  my  collection,  but  these 
are  all  coins  that  had  been  smoothed  on  one  side  with  a  border  added.  The 
artist  probably  took  this  unfinished  type  to  a  fair  or  show  to  be  engraved 
with  whichever  initials,  names,  dates,  scenes,  sayings,  etc.,  that  die  lovers 
wanted. 

But  this  incomplete  piece  was  different;  it  was  a  work-in-progress. 

The  outlines  of  all  thee  letters  were  lighdy  engraved.  The  “M”  was  being 
made  more  prominent  with  bold  hash  marks.  But  the  engraver  stopped 
without  completing  the  left  leg.  Was  die  “M”  to  be  the  boldest  initial? 

Probably.  Was  the  artist  unhappy  with  his  work?  No  one  alive  today  probably  knows.  The  eBay  consigner  wrote,  “I 
think  the  artist  may  have  been  dissatisfied  with  the  way  the  ends  of  the  “C”  came  out.” 

You  may  wonder  why  anyone  would  buy  such  a  piece. 

I  bid  because  I  thought  that  it  would  be  a  good  piece  to  show  to  help  describe  the  steps  in  engraving.  (I  am  to  give  a 
talk  on  love  tokens  to  an  antiques  collectors  group  in  Feb.  2009) 

I  can  only  conclude  that  no  one  else  looked  at  it  from  that  perspective,  for  I  was  one  of  just  two  bidders  and 
won  the  piece  for  only  $1.25.  (Although  over  100  people  viewed  the  listing  while  it  was  active.) 
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Dear  Miss  Dove  Token, 

I  read  with  interest  your  article  about  cleaning  love  tokens  in  the  December  issue  of  the  Dove  letter.  Why 
can't  I  “clean”  my  love  tokens  using  baking  soda?  I  place  baking  soda  in  a  dish  and  very  gently  rub  the  engraved 
side  of  the  love  token  with  baking  soda  and  lots  of  water,  it  cleans  the  piece  so  that  it  can  be  read  and  does  not 
damage  the  coin.  Dove  tokens  are  not  high  grade  numismatic  collector  coins.  They  are  coins  that  have  been  en¬ 
graved  on  (damaged)  and  often  have  holes  drilled  in  them,  solder  marks,  or  are  jewelry  pieces.  I  don’t  think  a  little 
baking  soda  is  going  to  hurt  them. 

Sincerely, 

Tooted  in  Tradition,  DA 


Dear  Rooted  in  Tradition, 

Baking  soda  was  used  for  years  before  better  cleaners  were  developed.  Coin  grading  standards  have 
also  developed  and  changed  through  the  years.  What  was  once  “uncirculated,  brilliant  uncirculated,  and 
gem  uncirculated”  evolved  into  11  different  numerical  grades  of  uncirculated  (UNC  60-70).  Coins  that  were 
sold  as  uncirculated  fifty  years  ago  may  not  be  so  by  today’s  standards  because  of  baking  soda.  Baking  soda 
can  cause  small  hairlines  on  the  surface  of  a  coin,  which  will  result  in  a  no  grade  if  sent  to  top  coin  grading 
companies. 

Of  course  most  people  do  not  send  love  tokens  in  for  grading  but  I  like  to  take  a  cue  from  coin 
experts  and  preservationists.  Science  has  developed  better  methods  so  we  should  also  evolve.  Lloyd  Enten- 
mann  (past  LTS  president)  endorsed  baking  soda  and  advocated  cleaning  love  tokens  since  they  were  dam¬ 
aged  coins  that  could  not  be  hurt.  He  said  they  were  polished  when  they  were  made  so  that  will  not  hurt 
them  now.  Bare  in  mind,  they  were  polished  with  silver  cleaners  and  not  baking  soda. 

Another  LTS  member  recommends  Wright’s  silver  cleaner.  She  likes  the  paste  form  rather  than 
the  liquid.  Directions  are  to  apply  the  paste,  rub  gently  with  a  finger,  and  then  place  the  coin  under  running 
water  while  still  rubbing  the  LT.  Do  not  let  the  cleaner  stay  on  the  coin  too  long  because  if  it  dries,  it  will 
be  difficult  to  remove  the  paste  residue  from  the  crevices  of  the  coin.  Refer  to  December’s  issue  on  drying 
love  tokens  (in  short,  blot  the  coin  dry  with  paper  towels). 

I  should  stress  again,  I  am  not  an  advocate  for  cleaning  every  love  token.  Some  will  actually  look 
worse  after  cleaning.  If  a  love  token  has  sharp  crisp  engraving  and  no  circulation  wear,  the  outcome  of 
cleaning  should  be  favorable.  If  the  love  token  has  loss  off  detail/wear,  them  it  will  look  better  left  alone. 
Once  a  love  token  has  been  carried  as  a  pocket  piece  or  worn  in  jewelry,  it  looses  if  original  mirror  polished 
finish.  Cleaning  will  not  restore  it  and  will  only  accentuate  divots,  abrasions,  and  wear.  Just  like  with  collec¬ 
tor  coins,  a  VG  grade  is  not  supposed  to  look  shinny  bright  like  BU  coins  fresh  out  of  rolls.  Also  bear  in 
mind,  repeated  cleaning  causes  wear  and  damage  over  time  so  cleaner  beware! 


N  C  E  M  ENT: 

Ask  Miss  Love  Token  wooden 


Sincerely, 
Miss  Love  Token 


NICKEL  GIVEAWAY. 


Wooden  nickels  are  now  being  given  to  LTS  members  that  contribute  to  the  Ask  Miss  Love  Token  forum. 
Send  us  your  love  token  questions  and  if  we  choose  yours  to  publish  in  the  Love  Letter  you  will  receive  your 
very  own  Ask  Miss  Love  Token  wooden  nickel.  This  month’s  question  on  cleaning  has  already  received  a 
wooden  nickel.  Another  question  from  the  FUN  show  LTS  meeting  is  scheduled  for  the  next  issue.  Be  the 
next  person  on  your  block  to  have  this  LTS  collectible  only  available  through  Miss  Love  Token.  Questions 
can  be  sent  to  the  editor  rcn@ksu.edu  or  Carol  Bastable  (basschevydadl@aol.com)  PO  Box  52301  Sarasota, 
FL  34232 
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Remembering  Lloyd 


I  met  Lloyd  at  either  an  ANA  or  FUN  show  early  on  in  my  collecting.  I  believe  he  had 
just  released  his  book  and  I  flipped  through  the  pages  admiring  some  of  the  love  token 
pictures.  I  did  not  buy  the  book  at  that  time  and  later  regretted  it.  The  price  jumped  over  the 
years  from  $30  or  $35  to  $58  delivered.  The  reason  being  was  that  the  cost  of  marketing  tire 
book  over  time  drove  the  price  up.  Travel  and  advertising  were  unseen  costs  that  added  to  the 
actual  publishing  costs. 

I  was  also  a  fairly  new  collector  in  1991  and  thought  I  would  rather  own  more  love  token 
than  pictures  of  them.  Later  I  bought  the  book  for  $58,  but  paid  part  in  cash  and  part  in  love 
tokens.  I  read  the  book  for  hours  and  found  it  to  be  very  comprehensive.  I  would 
recommend  it  to  anyone  but  caution  that  there  are  grammatical  and  spelling  errors.  Enjoy  the 
book  for  the  content  and  not  the  precision. 

Just  like  with  the  book,  I  did  not  join  LTS  the  first  time  I  heard  of  the  club.  There  were 
probably  a  couple  years  delay  there  too.  I  do  remember  one  of  the  first  meetings  I  attended.  I 
got  to  see  someone’s  lifetime  collection  and  was  in  awe  of  some  of  the  pieces. 

After  I  attended  a  few  meetings  over  the  years,  there  seemed  to  be  a  common  thread, 
and  that  was  the  topic  of  discussion.  Lloyd  having  collected  for  some  time,  was  annoyed  at 
how  the  prices  were  rising  on  love  tokens.  He  was  famous  for  saying,  “Don’t  pay  what  they 
are  asking,  they  will  have  to  lower  their  prices.”  Lloyd  was  of  the  opinion  that  dealers  paid 
scrap  metal  prices  for  love  tokens  and  then  turned  around  and  sold  them  for  top  dollar.  There 
are  a  few  that  might  do  this,  but  I  have  known  many  dealers  and  have  been  one  myself.  I  did 
not  pay  scrap  and  the  dealers  I  sold  to  did  not  either.  You  have  to  either  admire  or  laugh  at  his 
boycott.  LTS  really  owes  Lloyd  a  debt  of  gratitude  as  he  served  our  club  well.  He  stepped  in  and 
took  over  as  President  at  a  time  no  one  else  was  willing  to.  He  then  maintained  that  position 
for  years  and  was  our  ambassador  at  coin  shows.  Once  Lloyd  retired,  LTS  was  no  longer  able  to 
maintain  a  strong  presence  at  shows  and  we  gave  up  having  a  show  table.  I  believe  Sid  had  tried 
it  but  die  time,  travel,  and  motel  expense  is  too  much  to  ask  of  anyone. 

Farewell  Lloyd  and  thank  you  for  everything.  Your  contributions  and  memory  will 
always  live  on  in  our  hearts. 


Sincerely, 

Miss  Love  Token 


Pat  Hammond 


From  the  President 
Pat  Hammdnd 

As  you  know  I  love  reading  the  old  newsletters,  comparing  them  with  the 
computer  generated  ones  of  our  dme.  I  ran  across  the  first  President’s  Message 
from  Lloyd  Entenmann  written  in  the  winter  of  1980.  His  message  highlighted  the 
discussions  at  the  ANA  Mid-Winter  convention  held  in  Charlotte,  NC.  The  topics 
at  the  dme  were: 

*  Results  of  the  dues  questionnaire  (increased  dues  to  $10) 

*  Love  Letter  without  an  editor  -  (enter  Bob  Newhouse)' 

*  Methods  to  bring  members  together  to  share  our  mutual  hobby  (seven 

regional  directors  proposed) 

*  Ways  to  promote  society  such  as  articles  in  Coin  World  and  Numismatic 
I  think  you  will  all  agree  these  same  issues  are  relevant  today.  Lloyd  was  an  active 
contributor  to  newsletter  content  and  we  have  missed  insights 


A  Tribute  to  Lloyd  Entenmann 


...  . 


Sid  Gale 


< 


Sometime  during  1992  I  became  interested  in  Love  Tokens  and  learned  that  Lloyd  Entenmann  had 
written  a  book.  I  contacted  him  and  requested  one.  He  suggested  that  I  attend  the  FUN  show  in  January 
1993  and  volunteered  to  point  me  in  the  right  direction.  If  I  had  been  praying,  my  prayers  were  answered. 

I  found  Lloyd  sitting  in  the  Love  Token  Society  booth  and  he  offered  me  a  chair.  Years  later  I  realized  how 
fortunate  I  have  been.  I  sat  with  him  at  the  FUN  show  for  the  next  six  years  plus  numerous  ANA  shows  in 
Los  Angeles,  New  Orleans,  and  Denver. 

In  1993  a  collector  could  make  the  rounds  of  the  bullion  dealers  and  several  others  who  threw  their 
love  tokens  in  little  boxes  and  kept  them  under  the  table.  When  asked,  they  would  hand  you  a  box  that  may 
contain  100+  love  tokens  and  say,  “You  can  have  whatever  you  want  for  $6.00  each.”  I  still  have  several 
bracelets  and  many  other  treasured  love  tokens  that  I  cherry  picked  out  of  those  boxes. 

After  each  purchase  I  returned  to  the  booth  and  Lloyd  critiqued  my  buy.  He  always  emphasized, 
“You  are  buying  the  engraving. . .  it  is  a  damaged  coin. . .  don’t  pay  to  much  ....  We  have  to  keep  the  prices 
down.”  I  assumed  the  Love  Token  Sales  position  from  Lloyd  and  also  became  the  Vice  President  of  LTS  at 
the  1 994  FUN  show.  Promotions  were  fast  back  then. 

He  told  me  of  his  travels  and  about  many  of  his  favorite  love  token  finds.  I  also  bought  several 
very  nice  love  tokens  from  Lloyd  at  these  shows.  I  can  only  relate  to  those  days  to  like  being  on  a  “treasure 
hunt.”  Lloyd  could  study  a  love  token  and  see  far  more  than  I  could.  He  taught  me  how  look  at  them  as  if  I 
had  lived  in  the  period  they  were  made.  “Remember  a  dime  was  a  lot  of  money  back  then  and  this  token  of 
love  meant  a  lot  to  the  person  that  received  it.”  We  can  easily  forget  that  everyone  of  our  love  tokens  were 
made  especially  for  someone  and  it  probably  represented  a  very  significant  event  in  their  lives. 

It  was  sad  to  see  that  his  actual  obituary  did  not  even  mention  his  love  for  love  tokens  or  that  he  had 
even  written  a  book  about  them.  He  was  an  extremely  dedicated  man  and  we  as  collectors  of  love  tokens 
owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude. 
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Seller:  Dave  Jerdee 

Address:  2631  Westview  Lane  NW 
Rochester  MN  55901 

Email:  omaha1898  ©peoplepc.com 


Phone:  507-288-2387 
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$20.00 


Blank 


$20.00 


J-1 9 


Alice 


J-20 


Beth 


J-21 


Carol 


J-22 


Chris 


J-23 


T. 


-  - 


1  1 


1950 


$20.00 


1964 


$20.00 


1961 


$20.00 


1951 


$20.00 


1964 


Chuck 


•  &  1 


$20.00 


J-24 


Dave 


1943 


$20.00 


J-25 


Greg 


J-26 


Ken 


J-27 


John 

^  ”  "■  . 

m ist- 


-  /V  '  '  H 


1957 


$20.00 


1946 


$20.00 


1964 


$20.00 


J-28 


Mark 


J-29 


Robert 


•  -t 


J-30  Jim  to  Agnes  I 
1909 


1964 


$20.00 


1958 


$20.00 


L 

I  Love  loken  bocie 

_etter 


ove 

Love  Token  Society  Newsletter 


Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
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STILL  SEEKING  NEW 
COIN  SALES  PERSON! 

Please  contact  Sid  Gale  for  all  the  details 
22S-664-C7  1  S,  SIDGALE@COX.NET 
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From  Mother  to  Child 
Love  Tokens  left  for  Foundlings 
By  Helen  Barrett 


The  Foundling  Hospital  was  established  by  philanthropist,  Thomas  Coram, 
the  artist,  William  Hogarth  and  composer,  George  Frideric  Handel  in  Bloomsbury 
(London)  in  1741.  The  scale  of  the  effort  suggests  the  three  acted  in  exasperation  at  a 
time  when  there  was  scant  provision  for  poverty  and  vulnerability. 

Up  to  a  thousand  babies  were  abandoned  every  year  in  early  18,u  century 
London.  Mothers  would  leave  a  tangible,  personal  “Love  Token”  with  their  baby  at  the 
Foundling  Hospital.  “These  Love  Tokens  represent  die  desire  of  the  mother  to  find 
a  better  life  for  her  child.  They  also  represent  her  own  desire  to  have  a  better  life,  but 
there’s  a  further  desire  to  leave  part  of  herself  behind  as  well.” 

Equally,  the  tokens  are  objects  of  desire  for  die  children  who  were  left  to 
the  care  of  die  hospital.  “Although  the  children  never  received  them,  they  represent  a 
child’s  desire  to  know  where  they’ve  come  from  and  where  they  might  belong.” 

For  the  hospital’s  governors,  the  tokens  were  an  administradve  necessity 
—  personal  objects  were  a  unique  way  for  mothers  to  identify  themselves  if  they  ever 
returned  to  be  reunited  with  dieir  children,  but  if  not,  tokens  were  left  in  the  belief  that 
a  child  would  be  given  a  tangible,  personal  link  to  dieir  past. 

Some  of  the  “Love  Tokens”  are  ornate  and  made  of  valuable  materials,  others 
are  scrappy,  torn  and  grimy.  Each  is  an  object  left  by  a  mother  giving  up  her  baby  to  the 
Foundling  Hospital  between  1741  and  1750. 

A  silver  clasp,  a  thimble,  a  doll’s  arm,  a  string  of  wooden  beads,  a  ribbon,  a 
hazelnut  shell  and  more  are  displayed  in  the  collection  of  18th  century  love  tokens, 
arranged  in  a  neat  line  in  the  corner  of  the  Permanent  Social  History  Collection  room. 

They  are  extraordinary,  says  the  museum’s  director,  Rhian  Harris.  “And  they 
reflect  the  different  classes,  tastes,  and  kinds  of  associations  a  mother  had  with  her 
child.  Whatever  was  important  to  the  woman,  or  whatever  she  could  afford  to  leave, 
she  left  with  her  baby.”  The  18th  century  Billet  Book  displayed  alongside  the  tokens, 

continued  on  back  page 
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General  Funds 

Balance  As  Of  April  10,  2008 

Receipts 

Membership  Dues 

SI  25. 00 

New  Member 

50.00 

Donation 

6.50 

Love  Token  Book  Sales 

100.00 

Total  Receipts 

$281.50 

$281.50 

Subtotal 

Expenses 

Ck#1513  USPS 

S  14.95 

Ck#1514  USPS 

9.34 

Ck#  1515  Robert  Newhouse  (LL  issue  235  Feb’08) 

Kinko's 

$178.07 

Graphics 

75.00 

Postage 

82.00 

Misc.  Postage 

5,.43. 

Apr.  LL  #236 

$340.50 

Ck#1516  VOID 

Total  Expenses 

($364.79) 

Balance  As  Of  June  15,  2008 

Book  sale  Escrow  Fund 

($150.00) 

Permanent  Fund  1 -year  certificate  of  deposit 

$1,254.54 

Citizens  Bank  8c  Trust,  Mandeville,  LA  70448 

TOTAL  Love  Token  Society  Funds 


New  Members 
#2020  Jerry  Lee  Queory 

P.O.  Box  2051,  Abingdon,  VA  24212-2051 
#2021  John  S.  Bradford 

12  Douglas  Dr,  Terre  Haute,  IN  47803 
#2022  Marguerite  M.  Henry 

3031  Long  Iron  Drive,  Evansville,  IN  47725-8009 
#2023  Lane  Brunner 

Colorado  Springs,  CO  80922 


$5,199.29 


$5,480.79 


$5,116.00 


$6,220.54 


ANA  World  Fair  of  Money 
Baltimore,  MD 
July  3D-August  3,  ZDDB 

Rosemaie  Ingenito  will  be  displaying  love  tokens 
in  the  Love  Token  Society  Booth.  Linda  Amey 
will  be  in  the  Amey’s  Coins  booth.  Please  visit 
them  both. 

Sid  Gale 


Wanted: 

A  gold  love  token  with  the  initials  EAC,  EC  or 
EAD  or  the  name  Ethel.  If  you  have  one  for  sale, 
please  contact  me  with  asking  price  and  any  other 
details.  It  is  to  be  used  on  an  anklet.  Thanks. 

Ernie  Turnes  (843)  903-1223  vturnes@juno.com 
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Love  Token  NO,  Token  of  Love  MAYBE 
By  George  A.  Bilodeau,  Jr. 

On  Sunday,  June  8,  2008,  at  the  Coin  Show  in  Auburn,  Ma.,  I  was  fortunate  to  pick  up 
a  go  with  item  to  blend  in  with  my  love  token  collection.  This  was  a  charm  bracelet  that  was 
possibly  given  to  a  spouse  around  Valentine’s  Day  (2-19-75  was  actual  date).  Other  “go  with”  items 
in  my  collection  to  complement  my  love  tokens  are  Lover’s  Lane  Postcards,  Antique  Valentines  and 
coins  made  into  jewelry  (no  engraving). 

Having  shown  this  item  to  my  wife,  she  liked  it  and  said  she  had 
charms  for  a  bracelet  as  a  young  teenager  and  always  liked  them.  1 
therefore  dedicate  this  article  to  my  wife  and  most  likely  the  charm 
bracelet  will  be  a  future  gift  for  her. 

A  charm  bracelet  and  love  token  bracelet  are  similar  in  many  ways 
with  both  telling  a  hidden  story.  The  love  token  bracelet  is  made  from 
engraved  coins  with  sentimental  meaning  while  a  charm  bracelet  is 
NOT  made  from  coins  but  still  holds  sentimental  meaning. 

The  charm  bracelet  in  question  has  the  following  charms:  a  heart  with  engraving  “To  My 
Valentine,”  a  pair  of  baby  shoes,  a  boy’s  head  with  ‘"Victor  11-23-56”  engraved  on  the  back,  an 
airplane,  a  charm  that  says  marriage  license  with  a  heart  in  the  middle  of  it,  a  charm  that  has  1227 
on  one  side  and  2-19-75  on  the  other  side,  a  Volkswagen  bug  car,  a 
French  horn,  another  young  boys  head  with  “Steven  6-16-60”  on  it, 
another  pair  of  baby  shoes,  and  a  enameled  Christmas  wreath  (green 
and  red)  with  a  bell,  all  on  a  bracelet  that  has  a  safety  chain. 

A  love  token  bracelet  may  contain  names,  initials,  birth  dates, 
and  other  features  such  as  enameling  and  colored  stones.  It  holds 
sentimental  value  to  the  person  who  received  it. 

I  liked  tliis  charm  bracelet  for  other  personal  reasons  as  one  of 
my  sons  was  born  on  November  23  and  my  birthday  is  very  close  to 
Valentine’s  Day. 

As  with  love  tokens,  one  can  speculate  as  to  the  intended  meaning  for  this  charm  bracelet  but  I 
will  always  believe  it  was  given  as  a  token  of  love  from  a  husband  to  his  wife  for  Valentine’s  Day. 


Hi  to  all  club  members. 

Hope  you  are  enjoying  your  collecting  and  can  take  advantage  of  our  new  club  “love  token  sales” 
system.  I’ve  recently  done  something  that  may  be  of  interest.  For  my  two  grandchildren  born  in  2007  I’ve 
had  birth  love  tokens  made.  In  one  case  I  had  a  jeweler  smooth  the  reverse  of  a  2007  Silver  Eagle  and 
engrave  J.  Christian  Turnes/born/  Jan  2,  2007.  On  the  other  coin  I  had  a  Walking  Liberty  silver  half  dollar 
engraved  LAUREN  E.  LENZ/  BORN/  JULY  11,  2007.  (This  was  a  coin  in  my  collection  where  the  reverse 
had  been  smoothed  but  not  engraved.)  I  wasn’t  pleased  with  the  half  dollar  engraving,  so  I  will  have  another 
one  made  for  her. 

Another  grandchild  is  due  this  Fall.  For  this  child  I  just  won,  on  eBay,  an  About  Good  190S-S  Barber 
half  dollar.  I  will  have  the  baby’s  name  and  birth  date  engraved  on  the  obverse  of  a  coin  minted  100  years 
before  her/his  birth. 

I  know  that  some  will  say  that  these  are  not  true  love  tokens  because  they  are  not  hand  engraved  and 
the  Silver  Eagle  is  not  a  circulating,  but  they  suite  my  purposes  well.  Enjoy  your  collecting. 

Ernie  Tr/rnes 
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Dear  Miss  Lore  Token , 

What  is  the  deal  with  holes  in  love  tokens ;  does  it  affect  their  value ?  Holed  Out  for 
Your  Answer 
West  Palm,  FL 


Dear  Holed  Out  for  Your  Answer, 

Generally  love  tokens  were  intended  to  be  worn,  making  it  necessary  to  fashion  them 
into  jewelry.  Pendants  required  only  a  single  mounting  point  at  the  top.  Most  often  they  were 
drilled  and  a  jump  ring  was  added,  but  there  are  some  with  a  soldered  loop  instead.  Some  prefer 
the  welded  ring  to  a  small  single  hole,  but  neither  should  hurt  the  value  of  a  love  token.  If  a 
hole  is  excessively  large  or  crudely  fashioned,  perhaps  with  a  nail,  then  the  value  may  be  affected. 
Love  tokens  are  little  works  of  art  and  aesthetics  are  a  big  part  of  determining  value.  A  much 
larger  drop  in  value  occurs  if  the  hole  has  worn  through  the  rim,  causing  a  void  and  making  it 
impossible  to  mount  the  love  token. 

Another  condition  to  note  is  that  sometimes  the  area  around  the  hole  is  wavy  or  bent. 
This  occurs  when  someone  removes  a  jump  ring  by  improperly  twisting  it  off  and  leveraging  it 
against  the  coin.  The  warping  can  be  lessened  by  anyone  with  minimal  jewelry-making  stills.  A 
smooth  pair  of  jeweler’s  pliers  used  with  a  cloth  placed  between  the  coin  and  the  pliers  can  crimp 
the  coin  back  into  shape.  One  should  not  apply  metal  directly  to  metal,  or  the  softer  metal  of  the 
coin  will  scratch.  Warping  could  not  occur  if  the  jump  ring  were  removed  properly  by  using  two 
pairs  of  pliers,  one  on  each  side  of  the  opening  of  the  jump  ring. 

Bracelets  were  an  extremely  popular  way  to  wear  love  tokens.  Those  that  dangled  from 
a  rigid  bangle  bracelet  were  mounted  just  like  the  single  pendant  with  either  a  hole  or  a  soldered 
added  loop.  Another  popular  design  was  to  link  love  tokens  side  to  side  with  jump  rings.  These  bracelets 
were  more  flexible  and  comfortable  to  wear.  Holes  were  usually  placed  at  3  o’clock  and  9  o’clock.  The 
link  style  generally  resulted  in  two  holes  in  each  coin  but  there  are  a  few  examples  of  bracelets  made  with 
four  holes  per  coin.  Extra  holes  made  the  bracelet  more  stable  and  less  likely  to  twist  or  flip  over  when 
worn.  Occasionally  four  welded  loops  joined  by  jump  rings  were  employed  instead.  Once  in  a  while  a 
love  token  is  found  with  the  usual  two  holes  plus  a  third  one  at  six  o’clock.  This  type  would  have  been 
a  link  in  a  bracelet  with  another  love  token  hanging  from  it,  creating  a  charm  bracelet  effect.  The  extra 
hole  is  more  visually  distracting  once  the  LT  has  been  separated  from  its  bracelet. 

Often  bracelets  have  been  dismantled  making  holed  love  tokens  fairly  common.  While  two  holes 
are  not  as  attractive  as  one  and  four  are  not  as  desirable  as  two,  they  should  not  impact  the  value  as  long 
as  the  holes  do  not  interfere  with  the  design.  For  example,  a  pictorial  with  a  hole  that  pierces  a  small 
house  or  leg  of  a  horse  and  obliterates  some  design  element  is  more  offensive  than  a  hole  placed  on  an 
undecorated  part  of  the  coin.  Since  love  tokens  were  often  given  individually,  a  jeweler  might  not  plan 
his  engraving  for  subsequent  jewelry  design.  Love  tokens  were  often  drilled  and  looped  later. 

Fancy  watch  fobs  were  also  strung  together  with  several  coins.  Although  similar  in  construction 
to  bracelets,  the  holes  would  have  been  placed  at  12  o’clock  and  6  o’clock  for  vertical  display.  Loops 
rather  than  holes  could  have  been  welded  at  either  two  or  four  points.  One  example  of  an  entire  watch 
chain  has  soldered  loops  placed  at  10:30  and  1:30.  If  removed  from  its  original  form,  a  single  LT  of  this 
type  would  be  less  aesthetically  pleasing  than  the  standard  two-hole  bracelet  type.  Single  LT  watch  fobs 
resembled  pendants  in  their  fabrication. 
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Earrings  generally  had  ear  wires  soldered  directly  to  the  coin.  The  rigid  design  caused  most  of  these 
wires  to  be  broken  off  over  time,  leaving  only  remnants  on  the  back.  Some  earrings  may  have  dangled  with 
drilled  holes  or  added  loops,  but  almost  all  of  those  on  the  market  now  have  modern  ear  wires  and  are  more 
likely  converted  from  other  forms  of  love  token  jewelry. 

When  one  thinks  of  pins,  automatically  the  image  of  a  single  coin  with  a  welded  pin  back  comes  to 
mind,  or  possibly  a  stick  pin.  However  there  are  other  forms:  clusters  of  love  tokens  soldered  together,  LT 
charms  that  dangle  from  a  bar  pin,  and  the  linked  together  triangle  shaped  bar  pin.  The  triangle  pin  gives 
us  some  of  the  most  unusual  and  disturbing  hole  placements.  It  starts  with  a  bar  pin  and  a  straight  line  of 
coins  and  then  diminishes  in  number  until  just  one  is  left  on  the  bottom  row  (like  a  bowling  pin  formation). 
If  these  coins  are  removed  from  the  original  pin,  the  holes  (usually  three)  stand  out  because  they  appear 
random  and  asymmetrical  with  no  logical  purpose.  If  any  love  tokens  are  adversely  affected  in  value  by 
holes,  it  would  be  these. 

Once  one  knows  the  construction  of  love  token  jewelry,  one  can  understand  the  placement  of  holes 
or  loops.  When  I  first  started  collecting  I  preferred  no  holes,  one  added  ring,  or  just  one  hole,  and  in  that 
order.  Now,  after  almost  twenty  years  of  collecting,  I  understand  love  tokens  better.  They  were  made  to  be 
worn  and  that  results  in  some  mutilation.  Since  each  one  is  unique,  if  you  decide  not  to  buy  because  of  a 
few  holes,  another  similar  design  might  not  never  come  your  way  ever  again. 

If  a  hole  is  torn  through,  that  is  damage.  If  the  hole  is  overly  large  or  crude,  that  is  poor 
workmanship.  But,  even  if  a  LT  has  this  kind  of  hole  it  may  still  have  allure  if  the  engraving  is  in  a 
primitive  folk  art  style.  When  valuing,  buying,  and  collecting  love  tokens,  what  bothers  me  the  most  is  poor 
condition.  The  crisp  quality  of  engraving  is  lost  when  a  LT  becomes  too  worn  or  polished.  People  have 
personal  preferences  when  it  comes  to  collecting,  and  holes  or  loops  may  be  pluses  or  minuses  depending 
on  individual  preference.  If  someone  wants  to  wear  a  LT,  lengthen  a  bracelet,  or  rejoin  one,  then  certain 
holes  may  be  desirable.  If  the  coins  are  stricdy  to  be  viewed  in  a  collection,  then  love  tokens  with  fewer 
holes  might  be  more  desirable.  Although  holes  do  not  play  a  large  part  when  love  tokens  are  priced,  they 
may  deter  some  collectors  from  purchasing  them. 

MISSl_aVETDKEN@VERIZDN.NET 
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Love  Tokens 

http://www.relic-hunter.5Dmees.com/ 

WHATS_NEW.HTML 

‘ There  was  a  crooked  man  and  be  walked  a  crooked  mile.  He  found  a  crooked 
sixpence  against  a  crooked  stile.  He  bought  a  crooked  cat,  which  caught  a 
crooked  mouse.  And  they  all  lived  together  in  a  crooked  house.  ” 

What’s  this  got  to  do  with  metal  detecting  you  might  be 
thinking?  Well  the  reference  to  the  crooked  sixpence  is  the  link  to 
metal  detecting.  There  really  were  such  items  as  crooked  sixpences. 
They  were  created  and  kept  as  good  luck  charms  along  with  the 
numerous  others  thought  of  as  bringers  of  good  fortune.  An  old 
English  superstition  decreed  that  a  bent  coin  should  always  be  kept  in  a  pocket  or  purse  to  ensure 
that  its  owner  would  always  have  a  good  amount  of  money. 

There  was  another  purpose  too.  In  medieval  times,  until  at  least  the  late  16th  century,  it 
was  customary  for  a  man  to  bend  a  copper  coin  and  give  it  to  his  sweetheart  as  a  token  of  his 
love  and  intention  of  marriage.  They  were  never  spent  and  were  always  carried  by  the  woman  as 
a  demonstration  of  her  loyalty  and  as  a  constant  reminder  to  her  each  time  she  opened  her  purse. 
There  was  a  difference  between  the  good  luck  symbols  and  those  given  as  love  tokens,  however. 
Those  bent  to  bring  financial  luck  were  usually  just  simply  bent  through  the  centers,  whereas  those 
made  for  love  were  usually  bowed  or  even  cup  shaped.  The  first  setders  also  took  these  customs  to 
America  and  they  survived  into  the  19th  century. 

In  later  centuries,  especially  the  18th  and  19th  centuries,  coins  were  still  used  as  love 
tokens.  They  were  hand  made;  created  by  the  young  men  to  give  to  their  sweethearts  and  in 
some  instances  were  given  by  soldiers  and  sailors  before  they  went  abroad  in  case  they  were  to 
die.  These  examples  though  were  always  flat.  The  poorer  working  classes  usually  made  there 
love  tokens  from  copper  coins,  although  these  were  occasionally  saved  so  a  silver  coin  could  be 
obtained.  A  wealthy  man  on  the  other  hand  would  use  a  silver  or  even  a  gold  coin.  Love  tokens 
vary  in  size  from  the  cartwheel  penny  of  George  III,  to  the  smaller  far  tilings.  They  were  simple  to 
make,  although  a  highly  decorative  piece  was  usually  achieved.  The  coin  was  rubbed  down,  usually 
on  bodi  sides,  until  the  monarch’s  head,  Britannia  and  other  details  of  design  had  been  removed. 
The  man  then  engraved  or  stamped  his  own  pattern  and  wording  onto  the  blank  disc.  When 
considered  that  most  men  who  did  this  were  low  skilled  and  illiterate,  some  of  the  results  are  quite 
remarkable.  The  decorations  varied  from  finely  designed  examples  down  to  very  crude  ones.  They 
included  symbols  of  romance,  such  as  hearts  pierced  with  arrows.  Cupid’s  bow  and  arrow,  flowers, 
love  birds  and  lovers’  knots,  with  either  the  initials  of  the  maker  or  the  receiver. 

In  Victorian  times  a  variety  of  love  tokens  were  introduced.  The  waistcoat  was  fashionable 
as  part  of  the  male  clothing  and  a  watch  was  worn  in  one  of  the  waistcoat  pockets,  often  with 
coins  hanging  upon  the  watch  chain.  These  were  usually  farthings,  silver  threepenny  pieces  or 
sometimes  even  sovereigns.  The  lower  value  coins  sometimes  had  one  side  filed  down  and  the 
name  of  a  loved  one  engraved  on  it.  All  types,  from  all  ages  can  be  found  with  a  metal  detector 
and  make  a  nice  piece  in  a  display  case.  I  have  found  one  so  far;  this  being  a  sixpence  of  Elizabeth 
shaped  as  a  love  token.  Maybe  after  reading  this,  you’ll  go  out  and  find  one! 

submitted  by  President  Pat  Hammond 
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Seller  David  Jerdee  2631  Westview  Lane  NW,  Rochester,  MN  55901 
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$10.00 


10c 

1872 


$15.00 


J-31 


K? 


J-32 


Ross 


J-33 


SK? 


J-34 


$12.00 


GB  6p 
obverse 


$15.00 


10c 

1891 


$12.00 


J-35 


J-36 


DOW 


$20.00 


Can  10c 
obverse 


$9.00 


10c 

18?6 


$12.00 


J-37 


w 


J-38 


J-39 


10c 

1876 


$15.00 


J^tO 


PEC 


J-41 


M 


J-42 


KK? 


$18.00 


25c 

reverse  cc  $20.00 


$15.00 


$30.00 


$10.00 


J-43 


CAL 


J-44 


Bird  & 
PA 


J-45 


EY 


J-46 


10c 

1875 


Blue 

Jewel 


J-47 


Opal? 

Jewel 


J-48 


Green 


GB  3p 
1897 


$20.00 


GB  3p 
1897 


$20.00 


GB  3p 
1909 


Jewel 


$20.00 


Email:  Dmaha1898@peopiepc.com  Phone:  507  288-2387 
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Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 


continued  from  page  1 

was  an  inventory  of  identifying  marks  and  clodung  for  each  child  on  admission.  Its  pages  reveal  that  the 
majority  of  women  giving  up  their  babies  in  18th  century  London  were  living  in  abject  poverty  and  unable  to 
care  for  a  child,  but  also  that  there  were  women  from  other  classes  who,  according  to  Harris,  were  likely  to 
have  been  deserted  or  raped. 

The  Love  Tokens  at  the  Foundling  Hospital  are  said  to  have  been  a  great  influence  on  Charles 
Dickens  when  he  came  to  write  “Oliver  Twist.”  The  link  between  these  tokens  and  Dickens’  “Oliver  Twist”  is 
tantalizingly  real.  Written  100  years  later,  the  young  Oliver  is  able  to  identify  Iris  family  with  a  locket  left  by  his 
mother.  According  to  Harris,  this  is  no  coincidence.  “Dickens  was  very  influenced  by  the  Foundling  Hospital 
because  he  lived  opposite.  He  would  probably  have  seen  these  tokens  because  after  a  period  of  time,  we 
know  they  were  put  on  display. 

Visitors  to  the  museum  can  trace  the  Foundling  Hospital’s  story  through  film,  photographs,  oral 
histories  and  documents.  But,  the  tokens  are  perhaps  tire  most  compelling  exhibits  because  they  raise 
questions  that  can  never  be  answered.  What  were  the  women  thinking  or  hoping  for  when  they  chose  to  leave 
a  small  magnifying  glass,  a  key  or  a  thimble  with  their  baby. 

There  are  few  clues.  The  only  certainty  seems  to  be  that  women  left  their  children  in  extraordinary 
circumstances  and  each  “Love  Token”  represents  an  individual  life  and  an  individual  hope. 
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Semi  Love  Token 
Ernie  Turnes 

A  Fellow  officer  of  the  Myrtle  Beach  Coin  Club  and  I  went  to  a 
bank  recently  to  open  a  club  checking  account.  While  there,  he  told  me 
he  was  going  to  put  a  love  token  and  a  “semi-love  token”  in  the  next  club 
auction.  The  night  of  the  auction  both  pieces  were  on  the  board. 

The  “semi”  is  a  Jefferson  nickel  minted  before  1983.  It  is  flat,  thin, 
out  of  round,  roughly  pierced,  crudely  engraved  and  has  a  ring  through 
the  hole  (sounds  pretty',  doesn’t  it).  On  the  coin’s  reverse  are  these  words: 
CAPE-COD/TRAIN-TRACK/NICKEL/ 1982/CHRISSY.  On  the  other 
side  the  portrait  of  Jefferson  is  barely  recognizable,  and  the  date  is  no  lon¬ 
ger  readable. 

When  the  owner  said  that  it  wasn’t  a  real  love  token,  I  explained 
that  it  is.  It  had  been  a  circulating  coin  and  was  hand-engraved.  Not  know¬ 
ing  the  story,  we  don’t  know  about  the  “affection”  or  love  aspect.  But  of 
course  we  don’t  know  the  stories  behind  most  other  love  tokens  either. 

I  now  own  both  auction  pieces  (the  second  is  a  gold  plated  cop¬ 
per  Italian  coin  minted  1861-1867,  but  with  no  date,  engraved  SW  in  script 
lettering).  I  told  the  consigner  that  I  wanted  the  “semi”  piece  to  be  able  to 
write  this  story. 

J 

As  vou  may  know,  it’s  easy  to  win  love  tokens  at  an  auction  when 

J  j  7  j 

the  starting  bid  is  reasonable  and  you’re  the  only  collector! 
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General  Funds 

Balance  As  Of  June  15,  2008 

Receipts 

New  Member  $  25.00 

Donation  1 0.00 

Love  Token  Book  Sales  53.00 

Total  Receipts  $  88.00 

Subtotal 
Expenses 

Ck#  1518  Robert  Newhouse  (LL  issue  237  Jun  2008) 

Kinko’s  $  71.42 

Graphics  75.00 

Postage  84.00 

Mi  sc.  Postage  4.14 

Apr.  IX  #236  $234.56 

Ck#1519  USPS  $  10.83 

Total  Expenses 


$88.00 


($245.39) 


$5,116.00 


$5,204.00 


Balance  As  Of  August  1,  2008  $4,958.61 

Book  sale  Escrow  Fund  ($200.00) 

Permanent  Fund  1 -year  certificate  of  deposit  $1,254.54 

Citi7.ens  Bank  tk  Trust,  Mandeville,  LA  70448 


TOTAL  Love  Token  Society  Funds 

New  Members 
#2024  Dorothy  L.  Snell 
P.O.  Box  1398 
Marysville,  WA  98270 

#2024  Linda  Johnston 

8324  Calle  De  Alegria 
Scottsdale,  AZ  85255 


$6,013.15 

Secretary! 
Treasurer 
Sid  Gate 


Wanted: 

A  gold  love  token  with  the  initials  EAC,  EC  or  EAD 
or  the  name  Ethel.  If  you  have  one  for  sale,  please 
contact  me  with  asking  price  and  any  other  details.  It  is 
to  be  used  on  an  anklet.  Thanks. 

Ernie  Turnes  (843)  903-1223  vturnes@juno.com 


The  l  awe  Token  Society  was  recently  notified  that  longstanding  member,  Don  Wilkinson,  passed  away  June  11 ,  2008.  'The 
following  obituary  was  sent  by  his  wife,  Flora. 

Don  A.  Wilkinson,  81,  of  Alexandria,  LA,  and  formerly  of  Laporte,  Indiana,  passed  away  Thursday, 
June  11,  2008.  A  celebration  of  life  was  held  in  Laporte  on  June  19th.  Burial  was  in  the  Door  Village  cem- 
etary  with  full  military  honors.  Don  was  born  June  1,1927,  in  South  Bend,  Indiana. 

He  was  married  on  December  30,  1950  to  Lais  Imogen  Hales,  who  preceded  him  in  death  on  August 
31,  1991.  Don  then  was  married  on  June  25,  1993  to  Flora  Grant  who  survives.  Other  survivors  are  three 
daughters  and  two  sons,  10  grandchildren  and  two  great  grand  children. 

Don  was  a  retired  colonel  from  the  United  States  Army  after  30  years  of  service.  He  then  worked 
as  a  federal  civil  servant  with  the  Department  of  Energy  before  retiring  and  was  a  member  of  the  Disabled 
Veterans  Association.  He  served  in  Germany  during  World  War  II  and  later  in  Korea  and  Vietnam.  He  was 
awarded  the  Combat  Infantry  Badge  with  the  Star  Legion  of  Merit  twice. 

Don  belonged  to  many  collector’s  organisations  and  saved  everything. 
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In  the  last  issue  oj  the  I  Jjve  l  jitter,  George  Bilodeau,  Jr.  addressed  the  issue  oj  charm  bracelets. 

Be  loir  is  a  little  more  information  and  history  on  the  subject. 

As  a  child,  1  remember  the  cocktail  and  dinner  parties  my  mother  used  to 
host  and  I  found  great  delight  in  seeking  out  the  women  wearing  charm  bracelets. 

It  was  like  a  treasure  hunt  sifting  one  by  one  through  the  charms.  My  favorites  were 
animals,  those  embellished  with  stones,  and  best  of  all  the  mechanical  ones.  These 
little  miniatures  were  like  toys  with  moving  parts.  Once  I  found  a  bicycle  about  a 
half  inch  in  size  and  remarkably  it  was  movable  in  three  places;  the  wheels,  the  pedals,  and 
the  handle  bars. 


Sometimes  the  women  would  tell  me  of  the  places  they  traveled  to  get  one  as  a 
souvenir.  Eiffel  towers  came  from  France,  double-decker  buses  came  from  England,  and 
Gondolas  came  from  Italy.  Baby  shoes  and  children’s  portraits,  often  engraved  with  names 
and  dates,  were  to  mark  a  child’s  birth.  Others  were  given  as  birthday,  anniversary,  and 
Christmas  gifts. 

I  was  born  in  1963  and  my  mother  started  my  sister  and  me  with  our  own  charm 
bracelets.  Since  we  were  infants  when  she  started  them,  they  were  kept  in  her  dresser  drawer 
until  we  were  old  enough  to  wear  them.  However,  we  did  get  to  visit  them  and  play  with 
them.  My  sister  also  had  a  sterling  charm  bracelet  started  by  my  grandmother  and  that  one 
she  got  to  wear. 

On  most  Christmases  and 
birthdays,  we  were  each  given  a  gold 
charm.  My  mother  liked  the  idea  of 
giving  us  something  of  value  rather 
than  a  lot  ot  toys  we  would  outgrow. 

v  O 

Also,  she  was  a  collector  of  art 
and  antiquities,  something  that  I 
too  would  adopt.  The  gifting 
of  the  charms  eventually 
ended  for  two  reasons;  the 
bracelets  were  getting  full 

O  O 

and  the  rising  gold  prices  of 
the  late  1970s  and  early  1980s 

a  change  in  manufacture.  To  lessen  the  weight 

and  in  effect  the  price  of  the  charm,  the  once  three 

dimensional  chunky  charms  were  made  two  dimensional.  They 
became  flat  with  litde  detail  and  many  were  “diamond  cut,”  a  process 
of  making  shinny  faceted  cuts  into  the  metal  to  resemble  the  sparkle 
of  diamonds. 

My  mother  also  had  a  charm  bracelet  as  many  of  the  women 
in  her  day  did.  Three  of  her  charms  were  family  pieces  from  my  great 
grandmother.  One  was  a  Victorian  pendant  and  two  were  converted 
stick  pins.  Most  of  the  others  came  from  my  fadier,  given  on  different 
occasions  and  a  few  were  souvenirs  from  travel.  When  I  was  four,  our 
family  took  a  driving  trip  from  New  Jersey  to  Alaska  with  a  camper.  My 
mother  acquired  a  sizable  gold  nugget  and  my  sister  and  I  got  matching 
gold  pans  with  two  small  nuggets  in  each.  At  the  age  of  four  I  remember  very 
little  about  the  trip,  but  received  a  souvenir  to  last  forever. 
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Interesting  Love  Token  Finds 


The  concept  of  “Forget  me  not”  may  express  the  deep  down  sentiments 
of  almost  every  love  token  in  our  collections.  Here  is  the  $2.50  gold 
coin  love  token  that  Lloyd  used  as  a  model  for  the  illustration. 


If  you  look  closely  at  the  cover  of  Lloyd  Entenman’s  book,  “Love 
Tokens  as  Engraved  Coins”  you  will  find  the  illustration  of  a  love  token 
in  the  lower  right  hand  corner.  Engraved  on  the  token  are  the  words, 
“Forget  me  not.”  Think  about  that  a  second. 


Lloyd  sold  it  to  a  Love  Token  Society  member  shortly  after  he  published  the  book.  She  recently 
died  and,  fortunately,  I  was  able  to  purchase  it.  I  plan  to  have  a  very  detailed  photograph  of  it 
taken.  Our  webmaster  already  has  an  idea  of  how  he  wants  to  use  it  on  the  website.  I  will  also 
exhibit  it  at  coin  shows  along  with  Lloyd’s  book  to  advertise  the  Love  Token  Society. 

Sid  Gale 


Miss  Ijove  Token  continued  from  page  3 


When  charms  flattened  out  with  high  gold  prices,  the  charm  bracelet  fell  by  the  wayside  and 
charm  pendants  became  the  new  craze.  The  charms  hung  from  a  hoop  in  one  large  cluster.  Flat  charms 
did  not  work  well  in  bracelets  because  with  the  movement  of  the  arm,  all  sides  would  show  and  these 
new  ones  only  had  one  side.  Also,  the  jump  ring  style  of  the  charm  changed  to  a  rigid  bail,  better  suited 
for  a  pendant.  In  the  1 990s,  with  lower  gold  prices,  some  companies  purchased  the  old  style  charm  molds 
and  started  reproducing  them,  but  the  craze  did  not  really  catch  on  again.  Although  charm  bracelets 
were  intriguing,  they  were  also  heavy,  noisy,  and  could  snag  clothing.  Sterling  charm  bracelets  and  charm 
necklaces  were  marketed  around  the  year  2000.  White  gold  and  sterling  were  the  new  craze  for  the 
millennium.  The  charms  caught  on  with  limited  success. 

Charm  bracelets  were  the  most  popular  in  the  1950’s  and  1960’s  and  gold  charms  were  the  largest 
and  heaviest  during  this  period.  Friends  of  mine  did  not  have  charm  bracelets  probably  because  their 
parents  were  not  planning  on  starting  them  until  their  late  teen  years.  By  then  fashions  changed  and  the 
charm  hoop  necklace  was  everywhere.  I  did  not  subscribe  to  this  trend  because  I  could  see  the  poor 
quality  that  was  being  forced  on  the  market.  I  was  of  the  time  when  charms  of  quality  were  given  by 
husbands,  mothers,  grandmothers,  and  probably  even  aunts  and  sweethearts.  A  charm  bracelet  was  a  gift 
that  kept  on  giving  with  each  new  holiday.  Each  charm  was  sentimental  and  part  of  the  enjoyment  of  the 
bracelet  was  to  revisit  the  past,  a  journey  through  time  and  events. 
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When  defaced  coins  are  desirable 
By  Al  Doyle 


When  is  an  old  coin  with  one  side  completely  filed  off 
considered  attractive  and  sought  after  by  collectors?  If  the  “dam¬ 
aged”  coin  has  been  made  into  a  love  token,  the  piece  could  be 
worth  as  much  or  more  as  a  work  of  art  than  it  would  have  been 
in  its  original  state.  Although  coins  with  stylish  engraving  that 
commemorate  births,  marriages  and  deaths  can  be  traced  back  to 
the  1700s,  the  practice  enjoyed  its  heyday  in  America  from  1865  to 
1900. 

To  create  a  love  token,  a  coin  (usually  a  Seated  Liberty  dime) 
was  pulled  from  circulation.  With  few  exceptions,  the  reverse  was  buffed 
smooth  to  provide  the  artist  with  a  metallic  canvas. 

In  most  instances,  ornately  engraved  initials  were  placed  on  the  coin 
as  a  symbol  of  love  a  remembrance  that  could  be  worn  as  a  piece  of  silver 
jewelry.  These  customized  pieces  were  often  holed  so  they  could  be  worn 
on  a  chain,  while  others  were  encased  in  a  silver  loupe. 

The  only  limits  on  what  might  be  engraved  were  in  the  creativity 
of  the  person  who  wanted  to  give  a  special  gift.  Some  of  these  19th  cen¬ 
tury  souvenirs  carry  birds,  hearts,  small  portraits,  fraternal  symbols,  declara¬ 
tions  of  undying  love  and  dates  marking  significant  events. 

While  dimes  are  the  typical  medium  for  love  tokens,  many  other  coins 
of  that  era  also  were  retired  from  circulation  and  subjected  to  the  skill  and  tools 
of  various  engravers. 

Seated  Liberty  half  dimes  were  sometimes  used,  but  the  small  size  of  that  coin  limited  what  an  artist 
could  do  with  the  piece.  Seated  Liberty  quarter  dollars  provided  more  room  for  creativity,  and  a  love  token 
type  set  of  various  coins  might  also  include  3-cent  coins,  Shield  and  Liberty  Head  5-cent  coins,  small  British 


silver  coins,  Canadian  10-cent  pieces  and  the  occasional  Mexican  silver  coin. 

Moving  higher  up  the  scale,  Morgan  dollar  love  tokens  are  sometimes  offered  by 

dealers.  The  sheer  bulk  of  these  “cartwheels”  meant  they  weren’t  going  to 
be  worn  in  necklaces.  Pinbacks  were  often  brazed  onto  these  ostenta¬ 
tious  objects.  Due  to  their  relative  scarcity  a  love  tokens  and  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  the  series  among  hobbyists,  Morgan  dollars 

bring  a  somewhat  higher  price  that  lower-value 
denominations. 

Gold  $1  and  $2.50  love  tokens  can  be 
found  at  times.  Since  gold  pieces  repre¬ 
sented  a  significant  amount  of  money 
in  the  1800s,  using  one  of  these  coins 
as  a  gift  was  a  less-than-subtle  way 
to  let  someone  know  how  special 
they  were.  Even  a  few  gold  $3  pieces 
-  valued  at  $900  and  up  in  Very  Fine 


continued  on  bottom  of  back  page 
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Crafting  a  coin  ring  requires 

PATIENCE  AND  PRECISION 

By  Cindy  Brake, 

Coin  World  Staff 

Anyone  looking  to  do  more  with  a  coin  than 
collecting  or  spending  one  might  consider 
making  a  ring.  Yes,  a  ring  from  a  coin.  With  a 
lot  of  time,  considerable  patience  and  some 
precision,  the  round  disc  of  a  coin  can  be 
tapped  into  a  simple  band  retaining  portions 
of  the  coin’s  mottoes.  In  addition,  pictures 
and  writing  can  be  engraved  on  a  the  one-of- 
a-kind  bands  One  can  further  personalize  a  ring  by  selecting  a  significant 
date  on  the  coin. 

Carl  Head  of  Laurinburg,  N.C.,  made  his  first  ring  from  a  coin  as  a 
Christmas  gift  for  his  wife.  “I  figured  it  would  be  a  nice  addidon  to  my  wife’s  Christmas  presents.  1  hammered  away  for 
many  hours  in  my  workshop  and  was  surprised  to  see  the  ring  take  shape,  it  looked  like  something  you  would  buy  at  a 
jewelry  store,”  he  writes  in  an  email.  “I  made  a  few  more  of  these  rings  and  it  kind  of  became  a  hobby.”  He  now  sells 
the  rings  on  eBay.  There  is  no  profit  margin.  “It  would  be  difficult  to  turn  this  into  a  serious  profession  because  of  the 
time  involved  in  making  one  of  these  rings,”  Head  said.  “For  me  it’s  simply  a  hobby.  I  enjoy  giving  them  as  gifts  to  family 
members  and  friends.” 

An  anonymous  contributor  at  www.coinnews.net/2007/12/28/the-friday-fund-blog-the-making-of-a-coin-ring- 
3907/  suggested  the  gift  of  coin  rings  for  a  couple  he  knew  who  had  limited  means  and  were  getting  married.  “After  1 
showed  them  an  example,  they  enthusiastically  began  making  each  other’s  rings.  He  made  her  ring  using  a  coin  from  his 
birth  years.  She  made  his  ring  with  a  coin  from  her  birth  year...  the  sentimental  value  could  not  be  bought.” 

Not  a  bad  deal,  when  considering  that  the  silver  half  dollar  for  the  bridegroom  was  purchased  for  $44.50  and  the 
quarter  dollar  for  the  bride  cost  $2.50. 

IS  IT  ILLEGAL? 


To  answer  those  wondering  if  turning  a  U.S.  coin  into  a  ring  is  illegal,  the  answer  is  no.  Defacing  a  U.S.  coin  is 
only  criminal  if  someone  is  attempting  to  defraud,  according  to  the  United  State  Code,  Title  18,  Part  1,  Chapter  17.331. 
So,  rest  assured  that  the  federal  authorities  will  not  hunt  you  down  if  you  decide  to  make  a  ring  out  of  a  coin,  as  long  as 
you  are  not  attempting  to  defraud  anyone. 

A  90  percent  silver  quarter  dollar  and  half  dollar  —  anything  dated  prior  to  1964  —  are  the  best  coins  to  start 
with  when  making  a  ring.  Silver  is  ductile,  yet  sturdy.  And  the  diameters  of  the  coins  are  ideal  when  making  a  ring;  for  a 
woman  —  the  quarter  dollar,  if  for  a  man  —  the  half  dollar. 

Other  coins  and  medals,  however,  are  usable,  according  to  contributors  on  various  Web  pages.  A  writer  at  http:/ / 
thestujoecollection.net/indcx.php?showtopic=2590&st=40  writes  that  he  started  with  a  British  penny  and  a  U.S.  Walking  • 
Liberty  half  dollar.  He  shares  an  album  of  rings  made  from  various  coins  with  comments.  These  include:  a  1941  Lincoln 
cent  ring  with  “In  God  We  Trust”  motto  on  the  inside  of  the  band;  a  1944  U.S.  -  Philippine  20-centavo  piece;  a  1945  U.S.- 
Philippine  50-centavo  coin;  a  1902  British  penny;  and  a  1944  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar.  He  adds  that  aluminum  was  the 
easiest  metal  to  work  with,  although  it  splits  easily,  “nickel  is  unbelievably  difficult.  Copper  is  great  for  a  first  time  project. 
While  opinions  vary  on  the  merits  of  different  metals,  silver  seems  to  be  preferred.  Head  selects  pre-1965  coins  because 
the  90  percent  silver  is  easier  to  work  with  than  the  copper-rich  alloy  of  coins  made  after  1964.  Unlike  the  other  maker 
of  coin  rings.  Head  states  that  copper  just  doesn’t  work  well.  While  Head  has  no  date  preferences  he  said  he  does  get 
requests  for  special  dates  of  anniversaries  and  birthdays. 

“I  specifically  like  making  rings  out  of  the  older  Barber  quarters  because  they  have  a  much  nicer  patina  than  the 
Washington  quarters.  I  don’t  shine  the  Barber  rings  like  I  shine  the  Washington  rings.  The  Barber  rings  have  the  near  star 
pattern  that  wraps  around  it  and  they  look  classy  and  cowboyish  to  me,”  Head  writes. 

Coin  rings  were  Iris  first  venture  into  metal  work.  He  admits  to  splitting,  smashing  and  cracking  a  few  coins  in  his 
collection  before  getting  a  ring  to  look  decent.  Silver  may  be  softer  than  copper-nickel  clad  coinage,  yet  clad  layers  may 
make  an  interesting  look,  according  to  a  writer  at  one  Web  site,  http:/ / coinsblogspot.com/2007/08/ making-coin-ring, 
htm. 


TOOLS 

For  the  adventuresome  soul  seeking  to  make  a  ring  of  his  or  her  own,  here  is  a  recommended  list  ot  things  you’ll 
need,  as  posted  at  http:/ / www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Ring-from-a-Silver-Coin.  The  list  includes:  a  silver  coin;  small  ham¬ 
mer  or  large  spoon;  steel  plate;  drill  and  bits;  Dremel  tool  and  bits;  fine  grades  of  sandpaper  polishing  compound  and  a 
rag;  safety  glasses;  and  safety  gloves.  A  pair  of  locking  pliers  is  optional. 

The  first  step  is  to  select  a  coin.  Then  decide  what  size  of  ring  you  need.  Make  a  template  of  the  desired  ring  size 
by  tracing  the  inside  of  a  ring  on  thick  paper  or  finckng  a  washer  that  is  the  right  size.  The  template  is  a  guide  to  deter¬ 
mine  when  to  quit  tapping.  One  more  step  before  you  start  tapping.  Drill  or  punch  a  hole  in  the  center  of  the  coin.  Be 
careful  if  you  use  a  center  punch;  hammering  a  punch  too  hard  will  distort  the  coin. 

Now  the  work  —  ahh„  fun  —  begins.  The  tapping  tool  of  choice  is  most  often  a  hammer,  although  one  coin 
crafter  at  coinnews.net  writes  that  “a  spoon  is  the  only  tool  that  should  be  used  to  hammer  the  edges  of  the  coin.”  Ham¬ 
mering,  he  writes,  requires  sanding,  polishing  and  buffing.  “This  is  not  necessary  if  you  use  a  spoon.” 

The  coinnews.net  contributor  continues:  “Be  aware  though  that  there  appears  to  be  an  art  to  spooning  a  coin 
into  a  ring.  The  most  effective  spooning  occurs  by  holding  the  spoon  at  the  very  end  of  the  handle  then  striking  the  edge 
of  coin  with  the  “sweet  spot”  of  the  spoon  or  the  area  the  spoon  rests  on  when  set  at  the  dinner  table.”  Every  time  you 
strike  the  coin,  rotate  it,  checking  for  roundness  occasionally  and  tapping  as  required  to  maintain  roundness.  The  same 
maker  of  coin  rings  also  prefers  holding  the  coin  in  his  hand  while  tapping,  on  a  hard  surface.  For  those  who  hold  the 
coin  on  a  hard  surface,  the  coin  is  held  so  the  edge  rests  on  the  surface.  The  person  making  the  ring  rotates  the  coin  as  he 
taps  it. 

Under  repeated  tapping,  the  diameter  of  the  coin  begins  to  decrease  while  the  edge  widens.  The  tapping  of  the 
edge  may  obliterate  the  edge  device  (usually  reeding  on  a  silver  coin),  but  the  design  elements  on  the  obverse  and  reverse 
curve  to  what  will  become  the  interior  of  the  ring  as  the  edge  is  pounded  wader. 

“When  your  template  fits  snugglv  into  the  coin,  stop  tapping,”  the  contributor  at  the  coinnews.netg  instructs. 

Now  it  is  time  to  start  filing  away  excess  inner  metal  from  the  hole  you  drilled  earlier,  using  a  file  at  first.  Use  emery  paper 
wrapped  around  a  file  to  finish  the  job.  Tip:  keep  the  file  and  emery  paper  perpendicular  to  the  ring.  If  you  have  done 
everything  correctly,  on  the  inside  of  the  ring  you  should  see  two  small  bands  of  design  elements,  one  from  the  obverse 
and  one  from  the  reverse. 

Oops!  If  the  ring  is  too  small,  don’t  worry.  The  contributor  at  coinnews.net  suggests  placing  the  ring  on  a  smooth 
metal  rod  and  using  the  “tap  and  turn”  technique  to  “stretch”  the  ring. 

NOT  A  WEEKEND  PROJECT 

“Making  a  ring  is  not  a  weekend  project.  It  depends  on  how  much  time  you  have  to  tap.  Take  your  time  and  be 
patient.  They  are  very  rewarding  when  complete,:  the  contributor  at  coinnews.net  writes. 

Another  coin  crafter  at  oderberg.com/coinringdemo.htm  writes  that  he  prefers  using  a  hammer. 

Head  said  his  tool  of  choice  is  a  small  ball-peen  hammer  and  file. 

“Some  people  may  use  spoons,  but  if  you  have  a  real  tool  like  a  small  hammer,  use  it.  It  takes  longer  to  make  one 
with  a  spoon  and  unless  you  are  in  jail  you  should  have  access  to  a  hammer,”  Head  writes. 

For  those  wanting  a  unique  ring,  but  lacking  the  patience,  the  rings  are  available  for  purchase. 

Steve  at  WAWV.ZippySteve.com  writes  that  his  father  taught  him  how  to  make  the  unique  rings  14  years  ago. 

“I’ve  enjoyed  making  them  here  in  the  central  Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia  ever  since,:  he  writes  on  an  eBay  site 
where  his  rings  are  available.  “No  two  rings  are  ever  exactly  the  same,  each  is  an  original  one-of-a-kind.” 

Head  writes  that  the  art  of  coin-ring  making  dates  a  back  to  World  War  II  when  soldiers  tapped  the  coins  with  a 
spoon.  “If  there  was  down  time  or  if  troops  were  wounded  in  the  war,  it  was  common  to  see  these  troops  pounding  away 
with  a  spoon  for  hours  on  end  on  silver  quarters  or  half  dollars  to  pass  the  time.  Prisoners  are  also  known  to  make  these 
items  with  all  that  down  time.” 

Head  adds  that  “so  many  people  have  coin  collections  that  sit  hidden  in  a  briefcase  or  jar  under  their  bed.  I  hey 
may  open  their  collection  and  stare  t  it  every  five  years.  Why  not  take  a  silver  half  dollar  or  quarter  and  make  a  nice  ring 
out  of  it?  That  way  you  or  someone  else  can  enjoy  it  every  day  instead  of  once  even'  five  years.” 

Copyright  2007  by  Amos  Hobby  Publishing  Inc.  Reprinted  by  permission  from  the  Nor.  5,  2007,  issue  of  Coin  If-  orid,  Sidney,  ( >/  /  mm’. 
coimvorld.com 
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condition  today  —  were  turned  into  love  tokens.  Other  gold  coins  are  seldom  found  in  love  token  inventories 
and  collections  At  least  two  gold  S10  half  eagles  —  one  each  from  the  Coronet  and  Indian  Head  series  —  are 
known. 

A  few  large  cents  and  2-cent  pieces  were  also  sacrificed  for  love  token  usage. 

This  specialty  area  isn’t  limited  to  single  coins.  Necklaces  and  bracelets  incorporating  four  to  seven 
Seated  Libert}'  dimes  are  available.  Some  love  tokens  have  been  used  as  earrings,  cuff  links  and  stickpins 

As  might  be  expected,  the  vas  majority  of  love  tokens  were  made  from  common  coins.  The  idea  of 
key-date  and  low-mintage  pieces  was  all  but  unheard  of  in  the  19th  century,  so  any  coin  that  could  get  the  job 
done  was  pulled  from  circulation  and  pocket  change.  That  explains  the  1872  Indian  Head  cent  and  a  few  other 
better  dates  that  were  turned  into  love  tokens. 

While  love  tokens  are  undeniably  appealing  from  several  perspectives,  the  question  of  cost  and  afford¬ 
ability  must  be  addressed.  Fortunately  for  the  would-be  collector,  prices  tend  to  be  quite  reasonable. 

Depending  on  the  amount  of  detail  and  artistic  talent  displayed,  a  typical  Seated  Liberty  dime  trans¬ 
formed  into  a  love  token  may  sell  for  $10  to  $30.  A  small  selection  is  available  on  eBay  at  any  given  time,  and 
an  assortment  of  love  tokens  can  be  found  at  large  coin  shows. 

Other  coins  bring  widely  varying  prices  based  on  the  attractiveness  of  the  engraving  and  whatever  die 
seller  thinks  the  market  will  bear.  There  is  no  listing  for  love  token  values  as  there  is  for  coins  in  Coin  Values 
Valuing  Section.  This  is  one  area  where  value  is  truly  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder. 

While  love  tokens  have  admittedly  been  “ruined”  in  the  traditional  definition  of  coin  collecting,  these 
keepsakes  of  a  simpler  time  radiate  their  own  special  charm.  In  most  cases,  hand-engraves  coins  are  also 
among  the  most  affordable  examples  of  19th  century  Americana  which  makes  them  even  more  appealing  to 
cost-conscious  collectors. 


Coin  Values,  February  2007 
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Please  note: 

The  article  by  Mr.  A1  Doyle  entitled  “When  Defaced  Coins  are 
Desirable  ’  in  die  August  2008  issue  of  the  Love  Letter  was  not 
properly  atdbuted.  The  editor  apologizes  for  die  omission  and 
should  have  stated  diat  the  article  was  copywrited  material  in 
2007  by  Amos  Hobby  Publising  Inc.  and  first  appeared  in  the 
February  Issue  of  Coin  Values ■  2007. 
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General  Funds 

Balance  As  Of  August  1, 2008  $4,958.61 

Receipts 


New  Members  $  62.50 

Love  Token  Book  Sales  53.00 


Total  Receipts 

Subtotal 

$115.50 

$5,074.11 

Expenses 

Ck#  1519  Robert  Newhouse 

Kinko’s  $  142.45 

Graphics  75.00 

Postage  84.00 

Misc.  Postage  8.23 

Coin  World  Fee  78-00 

Total  LL  #238  $387.68 

Ck#1520  USPS  12.75 

Total  Expenses 

$400.43 

Balance  As  Of 

August  1,  2008 

$4,673.68 

Book  sale  Escrow  Fund 

$250.00 

Balance  Available  to  LTS 

$4,423.68 

Permanent  Fund 

1-year  certificate  of  deposit 

Citizens  Bank  &  Trust,  Mandeville,  LA  70448 

$1,254.54 

TOTAL  Love  Token  Society  Funds 

New  Members 

#2026  Steve  Berenhaus 
161  SweezyAve. 

Freeport,  NY  11520 

#2027  Trisha  Huss 

17016  Crest  Heights 
Canyon,  County,  CA  91387 

#2028  Sandy  Watanabe 
P.O.  Box  29933 
Honolulu,  HI  96820-2333 

#2029  Cindy  Dyer 

442 IS  4625W 
West  Valley,  UT  84120 


$5,678.22 

S e ere t ary /  Treasurer 
Sid  Gale 


Thanks  to  Ernie  Turnes,  we  have 
learned  that  there  was  only  one  exhibit  at 
ANA  in  the  category  of  Engraved  Coins. 
Simcha  Kuritzky  took  first  place  with  an 
exhibit  entitled  “Engraved  Coins  as  Judeo- 
Christian  or  Neo-Pagan  Amulets.”  Con¬ 
gratulations  to  Simcha! 


#2030  Maureen  MacIntyre 

2355  E.  Lakeshore  Dr. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 
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President’s  Message 

Hello  fellow  Love  Token  Collectors.  I  know  it’s  been  a  long  time  since  you 
have  heard  from  me.  I  apologize.  Spring  came,  summer  followed  and  now  we  are 
into  fall.  Where  does  the  time  go?  My  spring  and  summer  were  busy  with  family 
gatherings  and  trips.  I  hope  you  all  had  some  of  the  same  experiences.  A  good  share 
of  my  summer  was  spent  in  NC  visiting  our  daughter.  I  took  my  two  grandchildren 
from  her  down  to  visit  their  cousins  for  a  few  weeks.  We  had  a  great  time,  I  really 
lelt  blessed  watching  them  interact  with  each  other.  They  grow  up  so  fast,  we  need 
to  take  the  time  to  just  watch  and  listen. 

Is  anyone  planning  on  attending  the  FUN  Convention  in  Florida  this 
coming  January?  I  would  love  to,  but  not  sure  as  of  this  time. 

I  am  going  on  Pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land,  leaving  October  19th  for  two  weeks.  I  can’t 
wait  to  walk  in  His  footsteps.  I  have  wanted  to  do  this  for  a  long  time;  I  jumped  at  the  chance 
when  it  presented  itself.  I  plan  on  keeping  my  eyes  open  for  Love  Tokens  while  trying  to  take  in 
as  much  as  I  can.  Thank  goodness  for  cameras.  Wouldn’t  it  be  great  if  I  could  find  some  Love 
Tokens  from  the  Holy  Land?  I  certainly  hope  I  do.  Will  keep  you  posted. 

Does  anyone  have  a  Love  Token  story  to  share?  I  know  we  all  are  always  searching  for  the 
special  Love  Token.  When  you  find  yours  let  us  all  know. 


Take  Care,  Pat 


Thank  you,  Rosemarie  Ingenito,  for  arranging  to  have  a  Love  Token  Society  Booth  at  the  ANA 
show  in  Baltimore.  Rosemarie  represented  LTS  and  provided  a  interesting  display  of  her  love  tokens  to 
attract  people  to  the  booth  and  then  introduce  them  to  love  tokens. 

VC  ho  has  love  tokens  for  sale?  I  am  sure  many  of  us  have  a  few  love  tokens  laying  around  that 
don’t  really  fit  into  our  collections.  This  newsletter  is  available  to  help  you  sell  them.  Just  submit  them  to 
Bob  Newhouse  (editor)  and  he  will  include  them.  If  you  have  question  concerning  how  to  do  it  just  give 
me  (Sid  Gale)  a  call  at  225-664-0718. 

None  of  the  LTS  officers  will  be  able  to  attend  the  PUN  show  this  January.  I  have  scheduled  a 
LTS  meeting  on  Friday  January  9th  from  3:00PM  -  4:30  PM.  If  you  attend  the  show  please  take  the  time 
to  go  to  the  meeting  to  see  your  fellow  LTS  members. 

A  new  member  is  looking  for  love  tokens  with,  “H”,  “GH”,  “KH”,  “LH”, 

“LJ”,  “Joe”,  “W”,  “P”,  “PC”,  “SC”,  “EC”. 

She  also  has  a  nice  group  for  sale.  Give  Maureen  Macintyre  a  call  at  512-560-1482  or  email  her  at 
maureenmac@sbcglobal.net  to  sell  or  inquire  about  what  she  has  to  sell. 

Sid  Gale  needs  four  dimes  to  complete  a  date  set  from  1837  through  1916  (87  dimes).  I  need  a 
love  token  made  on  a  1844,  1846,  1909  and  1915  dime.  If  you  have  one  for  sale  or  trade  please  call  at  225- 
664-0718  or  email  sidgale@cox.net . 
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Notice  to  Exhibitors 

If  you  have  exhibited  or  plan  to  exhibit  at  any  of  the  upcoming  ANA 
shows,  this  announcement  is  for  you.  The  ANA  board  has  changed  their 
exhibit  classifications.  Former  class  18,  Love  tokens,  is  now  under  class  7, 
Engraved  coins.  The  posted  details  of  this  class  are:  “Numismatic  items 
that  have  been  converted  into  jewelry,  amulets,  or  decorative  objects.  Examples  are  love 
tokens,  hobo  nickels,  and  “pop-put”  coins.”  Other  examples  although  not  listed  here 
would  probably  be  cut  out  coins,  coin  spoons,  enameled  English  coins,  and  prison  coin 
art. 

This  means  that  love  tokens  will  be  competing  against  other  forms  of  coin  art. 
Dropping  the  sole  classification  of  love  tokens  may  dilute  the  impact  of  love  tokens  on 
show  goers  or  even  the  hobby.  But,  it  also  opens  up  new  opportunities  for  those  that 
collect  a  multitude  of  coin  art.  The  award  for  this  class  is  still  donated/ funded  by  the 
Love  Token  Society.  If  you  are  interested  in  exhibiting,  go  to  www.money.org  for  the 
ANA  website. 

Miss  Love  Token 


“Love  Letters”  Karen  K.  Marshall 
St.  Lillis  Glove-Democrat,  St.  Gouts,  MO 

I  developed  this  recipe  for  a  dinner  that  was 
sold  at  a  local  charity  auction  one  year.  The  host 
paid  $900  for  the  dinner,  which  I  cooked  for  ten 
people.  I  thought  he  deserved  something  just  a  little 
different. 

Makes  4-1/2  to  5  dozen  appetizers 

2  cups  shredded  cooked  chicken 

1  can  (4oz)  chopped  green  chilies,  drained 

4  large  green  onions,  finely  chopped 

1/3  cup  grated  Parmesan  cheese 

Dash  each  -  garlic  powder  and  onion  powder 

Dash  salt 

1  pkg.  (16oz)  wonton  wrappers 
Vegetable  oil  for  frying 


Combine  chicken,  chilies,  green  onions,  cheese,  garlic 
and  onion  powdrs  and  salt  in  medium-size  bowl;  mix 
well.  Place  a  wrapper  on  counter  with  one  corner  fac¬ 
ing  toward  you.  Put  1  teaspoon  chicken  mixture  slightly 
below  center  of  wrapper  and  fold  bottom  corner  up. 
Fold  sides  in,  points  overlapping.  Wet  edges  to  seal. 
Fold  final  corner  down  to  resemble  an  envelope.  Wet 
edges  slightly  to  seal.  Repeat  with  remaining  chicken 
and  wrappers. 

Deep-fry,  a  few  at  a  time,  until  golden  and 
crispy  around  edges.  Drain  on  paper  towels;  serve  hot. 

Note:  Love  Letters  are  good  plain,  but  they  are 
also  good  served  with  sour  cream  and/ or  sweet  and 
sour  sauce. 

These  freeze  beautifully.  To  prevent  sticking, 
spread  uncooked  wontons  on  cookie  sheet  and  set  in 
freezer  just  until  hard.  Do  not  thaw  before  frying.  If 
desired,  they  can  be  fried  several  hours  before  guests 
arrive;  simply  reheat  in  400  °F.  oven  for  5—10  minutes. 


Excerpt from  ‘Food  Editors'  Favorites  Treasured  Recipes"  edited  by  Barbara  Gibbs  Ostmann  and  Jane  Baker  for  The  Newspaper  Food  Editors  and  Writers  Association,  Inc.  ©/ 983 


Oct.  2008  pg.  4 


HARD  TIMES  TOKENS 


By:  Michael  E.  Marotta 

Copyright  1993,  1994,  1998  by  Michael  E.  Marotta 

In  1834,  an  economic  downturn  on  the  English  stock  market  brought  “hard  times”  to 
both  Canada  and  the  United  States.  However,  the  event  that  defines  the  start  of  this  era  in  the 
USA  was  a  clash  between  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  President  Andrew  Jackson  in  1832. 

The  BUS  was  semi-private  institution,  the  invention  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  and 
precursor  to  the  Federal  Reserve.  It  was  slated  for  renewal  in  1836,  but  Jackson  didn’t  wait.  He 
withdrew  US  Treasury  money  from  the  BUS  (bank  of  the  United  States)  and  deposited  it  in  local 
banks.  Interestingly,  the  Treasury  had  an  embarrassment  of  riches,  about  1517  million  in  surplus 
gold  and  silver.  Also,  the  US  government  was  without  debt.  However,  when  the  BUS  closed, 
credit  collapsed. 

Political  activists  and  merchants  created  these  1-cent  tokens  to  take  up  the  slack.  They 
were  an  East  Coast  phenomenon,  since  metals,  dies,  etc.,  required  industry.  (Twenty  five  years 
later.  Civil  War  tokens  were  issued  from  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Wisconsin  in  the  West)  The  fact 
that  most  types  of  Hard  Times  Tokens  can  be  found  today  in  grades  from  Fine  down  to  Good 
indicates  that  they  actually  circulated  in  trade. 

The  standard  reference  manual  for  this  series  is  Hard  Times  Tokens  1832-1834  by 
Russell  Rulau.  His  work  is  based  on  a  book  from  the  1899  by  Lyman  I  I.  Low.  Rulau  includes 
the  Low  numbers  in  his  catalog.  He  estimates  retail  price.  He  has  added  many  new  items  over 
the  years  with  each  new  addition.  The  book  also  approximates  the  rarity.  R1  (common)  to  R8 
(perhaps  unique). 

Some  of  these  coins  are  objectively  rare  and  highly  valued  outside  the  world  of 
numismatics.  “Am  I  not  a  Woman”  is  the  motto  on  an  Abolitionist  token.  “Am  I  not  a  Man” 
is  is  companion  piece.  Professional  Afro-Americans  and  full-time  liberals  have  bid  these  up  to 
about  $80  in  better  grade  and  perhaps  over  $10,000  in  uncirculated.  These  two  are  difficult  to 
find  in  low  grade  because  they  have  been  popular  with  collectors  for  over  1 50  years. 

You  can  find  common  Hard  Times  Tokens  in  almost  any  dealer’s  inventory.  You  will 
find  them  priced  all  over  the  range  depending  on  the  dealer’s  willingness  to  own  them.  You  will 
have  to  use  basic  numismatic  principles  to  grade  them.  Although  they  rate  a  general  entry  in  The 
Red  Book,  not  all  services  will  slab  them.  Commons  in  low  grade  are  no  more  than  a  $5  item,  or 
about  $15  below  uncirculated. 

America  eventually  recovered  from  the  Panic  of  1837.  The  Federal  Debt  rose.  Pinances 
moved  from  Chestnut  Street  in  Philadelphia  to  Wall  Street  in  New  York.  ITard  Times  Tokens 
retired  to  dressers  and  chests  as  government  cents  (soon  smaller)  circulated  again.  If  you  really 
love  American  History  and  really  treasure  the  values  that  define  our  nation,  you  will  find  a  wealth 
of  pride  in  these  artifacts. 

Submitted  by  Pat  Hammond 
www.coin-newbies.com/ articles /hard_times_t°kens.htm. 


HOBO  NICKEL 

From  W  ikipedia,  the  free  encyclopedia 

The  “hobo  nickel”  is  a  sculptural  art  form 
involving  the  creative  modification  of  small- 
denomination  coins,  essentially  resulting  in  miniature 
bas-reliefs.  The  nickel,  because  of  its  size,  thickness, 
and  relative  softness,  was  a  favored  coin  for  this 
purpose.  However,  the  term  “hobo  nickel”  is  generic, 
as  carvings  have  been  made  from  many  different 
denominations.  Due  to  its  low  cost  and  portability, 
this  medium  was  particularly  popular  among  hobos, 
hence  the  name. 

Early  altered  coins  (1850s-1913) 

The  altering  of  coins  dates  to  the  1 8th 
century  or  earlier.  Beginning  in  the  1850s,  the  most 
common  form  of  coin  alteration  was  the  “potty 
coin,”  engraved  on  Seated  Liberty  coins  (half  dime 
through  trade  dollar).  This  time  period  was  also 
the  heyday  of  the  love  token,  which  was  made 
by  machine-smoothing  a  coin  (usually  silver)  on 
one  or  both  sides,  then  engraving  it  with  initials, 
monograms,  names,  scenes,  etc.,  often  with  an 
ornate  border.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  coins 
were  altered  in  this  manner.  They  were  often  with  an 
ornate  border.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  coins  were 
altered  in  this  manner.  They  were  often  mounted  on 
pins  or  incorporated  into  bracelets  and  necklaces. 

The  love  token  fad  faded  out  in  the  earlv  20th 

J 

century;  love  tokens  engraved  on  buffalo  nickels  are 
rare. 

During  this  time  period,  hobo-style  coin 
alteration  could  be  found  outside  the  United  States, 
primarily  in  Britain,  France  and  South  Africa. 

The  Buffalo  Nickel: 

When  the  Indian  Head  or  Buffalo  nickel 
was  introduced  in  1913,  it  became  popular  among 
coin  engravers.  The  big  Indian  head  was  a  radical 
departure  from  previous  designs,  and  would  not 
be  seen  on  any  subsequent  coins.  The  large,  thick 
profile  gave  the  artists  a  larger  template  to  work  on, 
and  allowed  for  finer  detail. 

On  earlier  coins,  the  head  was  much  smaller 
in  relation  to  the  size  of  the  coin.  For  example,  on 
a  Lincoln  cent,  the  head  covers  about  one-sixth  of 
the  area.  On  the  Buffalo  nickel,  the  Indian’s  head 
occupies  about  five-sixths  of  the  area.  Moreover,  the 
nickel  is  a  larger  coin.  Large  heads  were  sometimes 
found  on  earlier  coins,  such  as  the  Morgan  dollar 
and  the  Columbian  half  dollar  commemoratives  of 


1892-93,  but  these  coins  were  rarely  altered  because 
of  their  high  value. 

Another  factor  contributing  to  the  Buffalo 
nickel’s  popularity  was  the  sex  of  the  subject.  Nearly 
all  previous  coins  had  depicted  women  (Liberty  head 
nickels,  Indian  head  cents,  Barber  and  Morgan  silver 
dollars).  A  male  head  has  larger,  coarser  features 
(nose,  chin,  brow)  that  can  be  altered  in  many  ways. 
Even  the  buffalo  on  the  reverse  could  be  changed 
into  another  animal  or  a  man  with  a  backpack. 

Classic  old  hobo  nickels  (1913-1940) 

Many  talented  coin  engravers,  as  well  as 
newcomers,  started  creating  hobo  nickels  in  1913, 
when  the  buffalo  nickel  entered  circulation.  This 
accounts  for  the  quality  and  variety  of  engraving 
styles  found  on  carved  1913  nickels.  More  classic 
old  hobo  nickels  were  made  from  1913-dated  nickels 
than  any  other  pre-1930s  date. 

Many  artists  made  hobo  nickels  from  the 
tens  to  twenties,  with  new  artists  joining  in  as  the 
years  went  by.  The  1930s  saw  many  talented  artists 
adopting  the  medium.  Bertram  Wiegand,  known 
almost  exclusively  as  “Bert,”  began  carving  nickels 
in  the  teens,  and  his  student,  George  Washington 
Hughes,  known  as  “Bo,”  began  carving  in  the  late 
teens  (and  up  to  1980).  During  this  period,  buffalo 
nickels  were  the  most  common  nickels  in  circulation. 

Later  old  hobo  nickels  (1940-1980) 

The  forties,  fifties,  sixties,  and  seventies  were 
a  transitional  period  for  hobo  coin  engravers,  during 
which  the  buffalo  nickel  was  gradually  replaced  by 
the  Jefferson  nickel.  Some  veteran  old  nickel  carvers 
such  as  Bo  and  Bert  continued  making  hobo  nickels 
in  the  classic  old  style.  Bo,  in  fact,  did  his  best  work 
in  the  early  1950s,  when  he  carved  many  spectacular 
cameo  portrait  hobo  nickels. 

During  his  40-year  period,  many  new  cavers 
appeared,  and  style  and  subject  matter  became 
decidedly  modern.  Subjects  became  more  ethnically 
and  socially  diverse  (i.e.  a  Chinese  women  with 
triangular  hat,  hippies  with  long  hair  and  glasses, 
men  wearing  floppy  hats,  etc.)  Some  of  these  new 
artists  used  new  techniques  such  as  power  engravers, 
vibrating  tools,  and  felt  marker  pens  to  add  color  to 
hair. 

By  the  end  of  the  seventies,  the  buffalo 
nickel  had  disappeared  from  circulation,  and  most 
engravings  were  performed  on  worn  coins.  Bo,  for 
example,  was  forced  to  obtain  buffalo  nickels  from 
coin  dealers,  some  of  whom  commissioned  carvings. 
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Modern  hobo  nickels  (1980-present) 

Many  carvers  who  were  active  during  the 
1960s  and  1970s  condnued  carving  buffalo  nickels 
into  the  1980s.  Their  coins  were  altered  using  punches 
(dashes,  dots,  arcs,  crescents,  starts)  and  some  carving 
o  the  profile.  The  area  behind  the  head  is  usually 
rough  from  dressing  with  a  power  tool.  The  created 
standard  design  hobo  nickels  (derby  and  beard),  as 
well  as  many  modern  subjects,  such  as  occupational 
busts  (fireman,  railroad  engineer,  pizza  chef),  famous 
people  (Uncle  Sam,  Einstein,  hippies  and  others. 

A  major  event  occurred  in  the  early  1980s, 
demarcating  the  transition  from  “old”  to  “modern” 
hobo  nickels.  This  was  the  publication  of  a  series  of 
articles  by  numismatist  Del  Romines,  on  the  subject 
of  hobo  nickels.  He  soon  published  the  first  book  on 
the  subject.  Hobo  Nickels  (ASIN  B0006R7SFW),  in 
1982.  Both  centered  on  Bo  and  his  carvings. 

This  resulted  in  some  new  artists  entering  the 
field,  most  of  whom  simply  copied  Bo’s  nickel  artwork 
from  the  illustrations  in  Romines’  book.  The  two 
major  Bo-style  copycats  were  john  Dorusa  and  Frank 
Brazzell.  Together  they  produced  20,000  or  more 
modern  carved  nickels,  most  of  which  were  copies  of 
Bo’s  designs.  Dorusa  even  copied  Bo’s  “GH”  signature 
(for  “George  Washington  Hughes”)  on  many  of  his 
early  creations.  Pressure  from  prominent  hobo  nickel 
collectors  such  as  Bill  Fivaz  convinced  Dorusa  to 
stop  carving  “GH”  and  put  his  own  initials  or  name 
on  his  works.  Dorusa  and  Brazzell  also  produced 
original  works,  featuring  non-traditional  subject  matter 
(conquistadors,  Dick  Tracy,  skulls,  etc.)  The  large 
number  of  Bo  copies  led  many  collectors  to  label 
all  modern  carved  nickels  as  “Neo-Bo’s,”  a  term  no 
longer  in  use. 

Other  carvers  also  appeared  in  the  1980s 
and  1990s,  introducing  more  modern  subject  matter 
(cartoon  characters,  witches,  and  animals).  Most 
nickel  carvers  of  the  1980s  to  mid  1990s  are  regarded 
by  collectors  as  mediocre  at  best.  But  circa  1995, 

Ron  Landis,  an  engraver  in  Arkansas,  began  creating 
superior  quality  carvings. 

For  about  four  years,  Landis  was  the  only 
nickel  carver  creating  superior  carvings,  at  the  rate  of 
only  one  to  two  dozen  per  year  (all  signed,  numbered, 
and  dated).  Many  other  professional  engravers  have 
since  begun  creating  hobo  nickels. 

Some  current  prolific  carvers  are  converting 
from  quantity  to  quality:  making  fewer  pieces  of  high 
artistic  quality  (as  the  market  is  flooded  with  lower 
quality,  quickly-made  carvings.)  Modern  carvings  of 


Superior  quality  sell  for  about  the  same  prices  as 
classic  old  original  carvings  of  equal  quality  by 
unknown  artists. 

The  Original  Hobo  Nickel  Society 

The  Original  Hobo  Nickel  Society  (OHNS) 
(http://www.hobo  nickels.org)  was  created  in 
1992  for  collectors  primarily  interested  in  classic 
old  carved  nickels.  Nice  classic  old  hobo  that  were 
worth  about  $10  to  $50  each  in  the  1980s  rose  in 
value  to  about  $100  to  $1000  each  by  the  mid- 
1990s  (prices  have  come  down  since  then  except 
for  the  top-quality  works). 

From  the  early  1980s  to  present,  modern 
lesser-quality  carvings  could  and  still  can  be 
purchased  for  as  little  as  $5  to  $10  each.  Many  new 
collectors  found  it  hard  to  obtain  good  quality 
old  original  hobo  nickels  (as  they  are  so  scarce 
and  costly)  so  they  began  collecting  the  readily 
obtainable  and  cheap  modern  works. 

Some  OHNS  Board  members  have 
expressed  concern  that  too  much  emphasis  is 
given  to  modern  carvings  and  the  artists  making 
them  and  that  proportionately  too  many  modern 
pieces  are  appearing  in  recent  OHNS  auctions. 
Information  is  much  more  readily  available  for 
modern  carvers  and  their  creations  than  pertaining 
to  classic  old  hobo  nickel  artists. 

OHNS  is  devoted  to  all  collectors  of  hobo 
nickels,  both  old  and  new,  and  prefers  the  term 
“modern  carvings”  for  the  recently  created  carved 
coins.  The  term  “hobo  nickel”  is  a  generic  term  for 
altered  nickels.  Obviously,  none  of  today’s  artists 
are  true  hoboes,  so  some  collectors  object  to  calling 
their  creations  hobo  nickels. 

About  100,000  (and  possibly  as  many  as 
200,000)  classic  hobo  nickels  were  created  from 
1913  to  1980.  Modern  artists  have  created  (and 
continue  to  create)  altered  nickels  in  such  large 
quantities  that,  within  the  next  few  years,  the 
number  of  modern  carvings  is  expected  to  surpass 
that  of  classic  old  hobo  nickels.  Most  of  the 
100,000-plus  classic  old  hobo  nickels  are  not  yet  in 
the  hands  of  collectors,  whereas  almost  all  modern 
carvings  are.  Among  numismatists,  the  modern 
carvings  already  greatly  outnumber  the  classic  old 
hobo  nickels. 

(ref:  http://en.vtikipedia.org/vdki/Hobo  nickel) 
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General  Funds 
Balance  As  Of 
Receipts 

Total  Receipts 

Expenses 


Balance  As  Of 


October  1,  2008 

New  Members  S  37.50 
Subtotal 

Ck#  1521  Robert  Newhouse 


Kinko’s  $119.26 

Graphics  75.00 

Postage  84.00 

Misc.  Postage  3.84 

Total  LL  #239  S282.10 


Ck#1522  ANA  Dues 
Ck#1523  Fun  Dues 
Total  Expenses 

December  5,  2008 


Book  sale  Escrow  Fund 


Balance  Available  to  LTS 


$  37.50 


$282.10 

36.00 

15.00 

$333.10 


Permanent  Fund  1-year  certificate  of  deposit 

Citizens  Bank  8c  Trust,  Mandeville,  LA  70448 


$4,673.68 


$4,711.18 


$4,378.08 

S250.00 

$4,128.08 

$1,254.54 


TOTAL  Love  Token  Society  Funds 


$5,382.62 


New  Members 
#2032  Verl  c.  McCowan 

2865  SE  River  Rd.  Unit  60 
Hillsboro,  OR  46544 

#2033  Keith  Midura 

1220  Berkeley  Circle 
Mishawaka,  IN  46544-4808 

#2034  Karen  Wilkinson 

2599  Pheasant  Hunt  Rd. 
Woodbridge,  VA  22192 


Secretary/  Treasurer 
Sid  Gale 


Notes  From  The  Secretary  /  Treasurer 
*  I  am  very  excited  to  report  that  an  engraver  has  joined 

the  Love  Token  Society.  His  name  is  Verl  McCowan.  He  has 
been  a  professional  engraver  for  about  1 0  years.  He  does  high- 
end  engraving  for  jewelry  shops  in  the  Portland,  Oregon  area. 

I  have  commissioned  him  to  make  a  “Birth”  piece  for  my 
wife,  Judy,  on  a  Franklin  Half  dollar.  I  will  send  a  picture  to  our 
editor  for  inclusion  in  our  next  Love  Letter.  It  has  been  very 
easy  to  coordinate  by  email  and  a  phone  call. 

If  you  should  want  to  contact  him  his  address  is  listed  in 
the  New  Members  section,  his  phone  number  is  503-648-6984 
and  his  email  address  is  vmjewehysvc@aol.com  . 

Annual  Dues  are  due  January  1,  2009.  I  request  you  send 
your  $12.50  dues  when  you  receive  this  Newsletter.  Dues  for 
many  of  you  have  already  been  paid.  If  you  are  not  sure  about 
yours  just  call  225-664-0718  or  email  me  at  sidgale@cox.net . 


Dec.  2008  pg.  2 


An  Overlay  Ldve  Token 
Ernie  Turnes 


I’ve  been  a  love  token  collector  and  a  member  of  the  Love  Token  Society  (LTS)  for 
aout  13  years  and  just  added  a  piece  to  my  collection  that  is  different  than  anything 
I  have  (but  probably  not  so  unique  to  yours).  It  is  an  overlay. 

I  saw  it  on  eBay,  bid  and  was  surprised  when  I  won  it  (because  I  had  bid 
modesdy).  It  is  an  1857  Seated  dime  widi  a  silver  loop  soldered  to  the  rim  and  die 
coin’s  reverse  smoodied.  On  that  side  a  half-inch  high  letter  B  (similar  to  the  Clois¬ 
ter  Black  Style)  is  attached.  Because  of  the  piece’s  unattractive  patina,  I  dipped  it. 

To  me,  a  few  things  seem  unusual  about  this  overlay.  For  one,  the  B  is  at¬ 
tached  by  means  of  a  pin  through  the  center  of  the  letter  and  the  center  of  the 
coin.  On  the  coin’s  obverse  you  can  see  where  the  pin  comes  through  (at  Miss 
Liberty’s  stomach).  There  is  no  evidence  of  solder  or  an  adhesive.  Secondly,  the 
pin  appears  to  be  copper,  causing  its  color  to  be  different  from  the  silver  parts  (the 
color  difference  became  more  noticeable  after  the  coin  was  dipped).  Third,  the  let¬ 
ter  looks  to  be  silver,  but  not  taken  from  another  coin,  as  it  is  engraved  with  a  vine 
design.  I  don’t  know  if  most  overlay  pieces  are  made  from  other  coins,  but  I  know 
diat  some  are. 

I’ve  read  a  littie  on  overlays  in  Lloyd  Entenmann’s  book,  but  would  be  in¬ 
terested  to  learn  what  unusual  pieces  member  have  in  their  collections.  Send  Bob 
Newhouse  a  note. 


WANTED: 

Love  Tokens  for  family  members:  JET,  LEL,  PET,  Jacob,  Lauren,  Peggy. 
Contact: 

Ernie  Turnes 
3169  Bayhaven  Dr. 

Myrtle  Beach,  SC  29579 
(843)  903-1223 

evturnes@juno.com.  THANKS  Ernie  Turnes. 

Newsletter  layout  &  design 
Cindy  Jeffrey 

1 5850  Galilee  Rd.  Olsburg,  KS 
66520 

cinraney@ksu.edu 
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The  ebay  Experience 

Welcome  everyone  to  the  computer  age;  the  tech  age 
meets  pre-industrial  handcraft.  Yes,  here  is  combined  the  best  of  two  worlds  in  what  seems 
something  like  an  oxymoron.  Many  of  our  LTS  members  cannot  get  out  to  coin  shows, 
especially  the  larger  national  shows  that  would  offer  a  greater  selection  of  love  tokens.  As 
a  result,  some  members  have  relied  heavily  on  “The  Love  Letter”  for  collecting  and  others 
have  turned  to  their  home  computers. 

I  finally  took  the  plunge  myself.  Eight  or  nine  years  ago  I  browsed  through  eBay,  just  for  a  day. 

I  did  not  set  up  an  account  or  look  at  it  again  until  a  month  or  so  ago  when  I  finally  did  open  an  account. 
Then  two  weeks  ago,  I  started  bidding  and  actually  won  a  few  things.  In  the 

process  I  found  that  I  had  to  set  up  another  account  through  something  called  ‘TayPal.”  eBay  evolved 
with  a  special  third  party  payment  center  which  either  processes  credit  cards  or  takes  money  straight  out  of 
your  bank  account.  The  lighting  age  of  the  computer  found  a  way  around  the  slower  process  of  mailing  a 
check  and  then  having  to  wait  for  that  check  to  clear.  The  newer  system  also  gives  a  buyer  more  assurance 
against  fraud  since  this  third  party  can  take  action  in  the  case  of  misrepresentation  or  non-receipt.  This  is  a 
great  improvement  for  the  buyer  and  was  probably  one  of  my  stumbling  blocks  nine  years  ago.  Admittedly, 
I  am  not  a  computer  person  except  for  email  and  word  processing,  and  ebay  does  have  a  lot  more  sellers 
and  selection  now  than  nine  years  ago. 

My  other  point  of  contention  is  that  I  have  always  been  a  see  it,  buy  it  now  person.  I  have  found 
most  auctions  to  be  time  wasters,  having  been  to  both  coin  and  antique  auctions.  The  problem  is  that  what 
I  collect  is  very  specific  and  I  have  to  wait  through  too  many  other  lots  of  non-related  items.  Then,  there  is 
no  telling  what  an  item  will  sell  for.  Imagine  the  disappointment  when  the  price  goes  to  twice  what  some¬ 
thing  should  cost  at  a  coin  or  antique  show.  Occasionally  a  good  or  fair  buy  can  be  found,  but  when  more 
^  than  one  person  really  want  something,  that  is  when  record  breaking  prices  occur. 

There  are  still  disappointments  with  ebay  when  you  watch  an  item  go  for  far  more  than  you  imagined  and 
had  your  heart  set  on  it  during  the  five  to  seven  day  listing  period.  But  there  is  also  excitement  when  you  win  something 
that  you  valued  more  than  anyone  else.  As  an  auction,  eBay  does  have  one  advantage.  There  is  no  sitting  through  every  lot, 
as  you  can  tune  in  and  out  of  the  auction  at  your  own  convenience  in  the  comfort  of  your  own  home.  My  first  engraved 
coin  win  was  being  auctioned  in  the  United  Kingdom.  I  was  somewhat  apprehensive 
about  shipping  internationally,  but  I  really  liked  this  piece.  The  currency  conversion 
was  no  problem  since  PayPal  handles  all  that.  Shipping  proved  to  be  no  problem 
either,  as  my  WWI  engraved  coin  arrived  just  fine.  For  those  of  you  who  have  a  com¬ 
puter,  go  to  ebay.com  to  view  item  number  120331233301. 

For  those  of  you  who  are  internet  challenged,  this  is  a  Leopold  II  5  Franc 
Belgium  coin  engraved  “DAVE  TO  TOTFRANCE  -1914-  1919-BELGIUM.”  What 
is  especially  interesting  is  the  romantic  image  engraved  on  the  coin.  The  design  is 
a  throwback  to  the  earliest  English  engraved  coins  with  the  symbolism  of  clasped 
hands,  a  heart,  and  a  wreath.  These  hands  represent  a  union  such  as  marriage  or  en¬ 
gagement.  With  a  closer  look,  you  can  actually  see  the  wrist  on  the  left  has  a  cufflink 
in  the  garment  and  the  one  on  the  right  has  a  lace  border  on  the  sleeve.  The  wreath 

has  either  berries  or  grains.  The  leaves  are  stylized  so  it  is  not  certain  what  tvpe  of  vegetation  this  is,  but  flowers  and  plants 
did  have  specific  meanings  in  the  Victorian  period  and  earlier.  Certainly  fruit  or  grain  would  generally  symbolize  prosper¬ 
ity. 

Please  send  us  your  eBay  stories  and  experiences.  Maybe  I  will  hear  from  someone  who  won  that  one  that  got 
away  from  me,  and  I  can  read  your  story  of  how  prized  the  piece  is  to  you.  Send  your  info  to  either  the  editor  or  email  me 
at  misslovetoken@verizon.net 

Sincerely, 

Miss  hove  Token 
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Token  or  an  Illinois  Soldier 
Michael  Goodrich 

In  1984  I  obtained  from  a  local  coin  dealer  of  long 
acquaintance  a  unique  piece  of  Civil  War  memorabilia.  It 
consists  of  a  variety  1  Seated  Liberty  quarter  dollar,  with 
its  obverse  features  planed  off  and  an  inscription  added,  as 
was  commonly  practiced  in  making  love  tokens  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  19th  century.  This  particular  inscription, 
EDWIN  BEARD/ CO. A/ 64”ILL./V.V./DEC.24”,  1863, 
identifies  a  Civil  War  soldier  and  his  company.  The  reverse 
bears  two  solder  marks,  indicating  that  the  token  once  was 
fastened  to  another  metal  surface,  perhaps  a  belt  buckle, 
money  clip  or  item  of  equipment  carried  by  the  soldier  as 
he  moved  with  his  regiment.  In  this  was,  it  served  as  a  dog 
tag,”  identifying  the  soldier  should  he  be  killed  or  wounded 
in  combat. 

I  tried  to  imagine  the  circumstances  that  surround¬ 
ed  the  soldier  who  once  possesed  this  token.  Where  did  the 
war  take  him?  Did  he  survive  the  period  of  conflict,  and 
if  so,  what  became  of  him  afterward?  I  then  undertook  a 
study  of  the  soldier’s  history,  it  proved  to  be  a  fascinating 
story. 

Edwin  Beard  was  born  on  January  4,  1839,  in  New 
Sharon,  Maine,  the  son  of  Ebenezer  Beard  of  Franklin 
County.  (1)  Some  time  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War,  he  moved  to  Illinois. 

According  to  the  Adjutant  General’s  report  for  the 
State  of  Illinois,  on  September  25,  1861,  Edwin  Beard  was 
one  of  the  first  group  of  volunteers  from  the  little  town 
of  Ophir,  Illinois,  to  enlist  for  a  three-year  term  of  service 
in  the  battalion  known  as  “Yates’  Sharpshooters,”  which 
became  part  of  the  distinguished  64th  Illinois  Infantry 

Regiment.  (2) 

The  First  Battalion  of  Yate’s  Sharphooters,  con¬ 
sisting  of  four  companies  (one  of  which  was  Beard’s  Com¬ 
pany  A),  was  organized  at  Camp  Butler,  Illinois,  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1861.  After  two  additional  companies  were  mustered 
into  service  on  December  31,  the  battalion  was  ordered  to 
Quincy,  where  it  was  armed. 

Their  first  engagement  took  place  down  the  Tvlis- 
sissippi  River  in  southeast  Missouri,  at  New  Madrid,  where 
they  made  a  successful  night  attack,  forcing  an  eventual 
Confederate  withdrawal.  The  entire  battalion  subsequently 
was  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Corinth,  Mississippi,  being 
continuously  on  the  picket  and  skirmish  line  from  April 
22  to  June  10,  1862,  where  they  were  in  “the  advance  of 
Pope’s  army,  generally  a  mile  in  front,  more  that  half  the 
time  without  tents,  and  always  sleeping  on  their  arm.”  (3) 
The  great  battle  of  Corinth,  fought  on  the  third  and  fourth 
of  October,  say  Yates’  Sharpshooters  heavily  involved,  70 
of  its  men  were  among  the  killed,  wounded  or  missing. 


The  Battalion  spent 
the  next  year  in  northern 
Mississippi  hunting  guer¬ 
rillas,  scouting  and  erecting 
fortifications.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  4,  1863,  it  moved  to 
Iuka  and  then  on  to  Pulaski, 

Tennessee,  forming  a  part 
of  Sherman’s  army  of 
60,000  as  it  swept  through 
Alabama  and  Tennessee, 
a  preliminary  to  the  great 
campaign  of  the  next  summer 

When,  in  1863,  it  became  clear  that  the  war 
would  not  come  to  an  ealrv  end,  a  national  effort  was 
made  to  encourage  volunteer  soldiers  to  reenlist  as  “vet¬ 
eran  volunteers.”  In  the  latter  part  of  December,  after 
more  than  two  years  of  active  service  and  direct  involve¬ 
ment  in  18  major  confrontations,  the  battalion  was  sent 
north  for  veteran  furlough  and  recruitment.  More  than 
three-fourths  of  the  surviving  Yates’  Sharpshooters, 
including  Edwin  Beard,  chose  to  reenlist.  The  date  noted 
on  Beard’s  token,  December  24,  1863,  commemorates 
his  reenlistment  as  a  veteran  volunteer. 

On  their  return  to  Tennessee,  the  men  of  the 
64th  Illinois  were  assigned  to  the  4th  Division  of  the 
16th  Army  Corps,  which  joined  General  Sherman’s  army. 
As  Sherman  approached  Resaca  in  northwest  Geor¬ 
gia,  the  64th  was  employed  to  drive  the  Confederates 
into  their  works  and  was  importantly  involved  until  the 
enemy  retreated  on  May  16,1 864.  By  this  time  Edwin 
Beard  had  been  detached  to  the  Divisional  Pioneers, 
which  operated  much  like  modern-day  combat  engineers, 
performing  such  tasks  as  bridging  streams,  improving 
roads  and  constructing  fortifications,  frequently  working 
under  enemy  fire.  Beard’s  division,  with  the  64th  Illinois 
prominent  in  the  action,  then  successfully  fought  at  Dal¬ 
las,  New  Hope  church  and  other  smaller  engagements 
leading  to  the  foot  of  Kenesaw  Mountain. 

At  the  great  battle  of  Kenesaw  Mountain,  the 
division,  and  the  64th  Illinois  in  particular,  played  a 
leading  role.  When  the  Confederates  fell  back  on  July 
3,  1864,  the  flag  of  the  64th  Illinois  was  the  first  on  the 
mountain!  Casualties  in  that  action  alone  numbered  5  7 . 

Losses  continued  to  mount  as  the  division 
crossed  the  Chattahoochie  River  and  advanced  on 
Nance’s  Creek,  then  Decatur.  (The  regiment  succeeded 
in  recapturing  the  field  glasses  and  papers  of  Major 
General  McPherson,  who  was  killed  in  action  while 
marching  to  the  support  of  his  command,  the  17th  Divi¬ 
sion.)  In  these  battles,  the  64th  Illinois  suffered  a  total  of 
122  casualties.  (4)  The  64th’s  successful  defense  against 

(continued  on  page  6) 
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vigorous  attacks  led  by  Confederate  General  Hood  may  be 
attributed,  in  part,  to  the  fact  that  the  regiment  was  armed 
with  Henry  repeating  rifles,  which  provided  substantially 
more  fire-power  than  the  muzzleloaders  in  general  use  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War. 

On  September  23,  1964,  the  64th  Illinois  was 
transferred  to  the  17th  Army  Corps,  which  commenced 
pursuit  of  General  Hoo,  ultimately  leading  them  to  At¬ 
lanta.  Beard  missed  the  battle  of  Atlanta  because  he  was 
home  on  convalescent  leave.  His  service  record  shows 
he  wras  hospitalized  1 6  times  for  dysentery  and  similar 
ailments,  a  result  of  the  rigorous  conditions  under  which 
soldiers  served  in  those  days. (5  )  Many  men  of  the  64th 
simply  lay  down,  never  to  get  up  again. (6)  In  most  cases, 
Beard  was  “returned  to  services”  within  a  few  days;  how¬ 
ever,  in  October  1 864  his  illness  was  sufficient  for  him  to 
be  sent  home  on  furlough. 

Beard  took  advantage  of  his  furlough  to  marry 
Adelia  Catherine  Knapp  on  October  20, 1 864,  in  Ottawa, 
Illinois.  (7)  For  a  good  deal  of  late  1864  and  early  1865 
Beard  was  hospitalized,  and  missed  much  of  Sherman’s 
“march  to  the  sea”  and  the  triumphant 
invasion  of  the  Carolinas.  However, 

Beard  returned  to  duty  in  May  1 865  and 
therefore  participated  in  the  last  part  of 
the  Carolina  campaign  and  the  Grand 
Review  in  Washington  on  May  24,  1865. 

Afterward,  he  moved  with  the  regiment 
to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  the  entire 
regiment  was  mustered  out  on  July  11, 

1865.  It  may  be  noted  that  Edwin  Beard 
served  throughout  the  entire  life  of  the 
64th  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  from 
its  initial  organization  in  the  Autumn  of 
1861  until  deactivation  in  July  1865. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  Edwin 
and  Adelia  established  residence  in  Ot¬ 
tawa,  Illinois,  where  they  lived  until  some 
time  in  the  early  1870s.  By  1874  they  were 
in  Chicago;  from  there  they  moved  to  Milwaukee  in  1880; 
to  Summit  Lake,  Wisconsin,  in  1883;  and  finally,  in  1887, 
to  Antigo  in  Langlade  County,  Wisconsin.  Between  1866 
and  1 888  the  Beard’s  had  nine  children,  eight  of  whom 
survived  to  adulthood. 


Although  Beard  described  himself  as  a  farmer 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  infantry  in  1861,  after  the  war  he 
took  up  a  technological  career,  fie  held  a  U.S.  patent  for 
his  invention  of  a  “log  canter,”  a  device  with  a  movable 
hook,  used  for  canting,  or  turning  over,  heavy  logs.  By  the 
1 890s,  Beard  was  employed  by  the  Pacific  Boiler  Com¬ 
pany,  installing  boilers  and  flywheels  for  electricity-gener¬ 
ating  plants.  It  was  in  the  performance  of  this  work  that 
Edwin  came  to  an  untimely  end. 

The  following  newspaper  report  from  “Langlade 
County  Special”  of  Saturday,  January  14,  1893,  is  written 
in  the  graphic  style  of  the  times: 

Edwin  Beard,  one  of  our  highly  respected  citizens  of  the 
4th  Ward,  met  with  a  horrible  death  at  Kaukauna  Tues.  eve.  Air. 
Beard  was  employed  by  the  Pacific  Boiler  Co.  and  was  putting  up  a 
new  boiler  for  the  Electrdic  Eight  Works  at  Kaukauna.  While  at 
work  he  slipped  and  fell  in  a  room  where  a  large  16  foot  wheel  was 
located.  He  was  wound  around  several  times,  then  thrown  against 
the  wall  and  fell  to  the  floor,  a  corpse.  After  examining  him,  they 
found  his  skull  was  smashed  and  his  body  bruised  in  several  places. 
It  was  thought  when  the  accident  happened  that  he  was  figuring  out 

the  revolutions  of  the  drive  wheel.  As  he 
fell  he  called  for  help  but  the  machinist 
could  not  stop  the  wheel  quick  enough  to 
prevent  the  accident.  Air.  Beard  leaves  a 
widow  and  8  children,  6  boys  and  2  girls, 
to  mourn  his  untimely  death.  He  was  55 
years  old  and  buried  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  this  city  on 
Thun.  AM.  (8) 

Only  45  years  old  at  the  time, 
Adelia  applied  for  and  received 
Edwin’s  mill t ary7  pension,  which 
amounted  to  $8  per  month,  plus  $2 
each  for  her  four  children  under  16, 
giving  her  a  total  pension  of  $16  per 
month.  (9) 

She  succumbed  to  cancer  on 
December  12,  1920.  During  the  last 
years  of  her  life  she  lived  with  her  son  Ralph  L.  Beard 
(her  sixth  child),  who  was  only  14  when  his  father  was 
killed.  Seven  children  survived  Adelia,  and  a  number  of 
grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren  are  alive  today. 


1 .  Clinton  and  Nancy  Beard,  personal  communications,  August  1  and  October  30, 1985 

2.  Illinois  Adjutant  General,  Report  of  the  Adjutant  General,  Containing  Reports  for  the  Years  1861-66  (Springfield;  Phillips  Bros.,  1900-02,)  pp.  345-47. 

3.  George  1 1.  Woodruff,  Fifteen  Years  Ago:  or.  The  Patnotism  of  Will  County,  Designed  to  Preserve  the  Names  and  Memory  of  Will  County  Soldiers,  Both  Officers 
and  Privates  (Joliet,  111:1876),  p.  185 

4.  Victor  l  licken,  Illinois  in  the  Civil  War  (Urbania:  Univeristy  of  Illinois  Press,  1966),  pp.  266-68. 

5.  Service  Record  of  Edwin  Beard,  Co.A,  64th  Illlinois  Infantry,  National  Archives. 

(f  ** 21  ^  (Reprinted  with  permission  from  Numismatist,  Nou  1986, 

8. 1-anglade  County  Special,  January  14, 1893.  Photos  courttsy  °f  Clinton  and  Nancy  Beard)) 

9.  Pension  Record  of  Edwin  Beard,  National  Archives,  WC  387.079 
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Seller.  David  Jerdee  2631  Westview  Lane  NW,  Rochester,  MN  55901 


Email:  omaha 1898@peoplepc  com  Phone:  507  288-2387 
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Letter 


Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 


COIN  SALES 


Ordering  Love  Tokens 

Please  made  checks  payable  to: 

David  jerdee 

263 1  Westview  Lane  NW 
Rochester,  MN  55901 
email:  omahal898@peoplepc.com 
507-288-2387 

In  remitting,  please  do  not  forget 
to  include  the  postage  as  follows: 

Orders 

up  to  $  50  -  add  $3.85 
up  to  $  1 00  -  add  $4.50 
up  to  $  1 50  -  add  $5.00 
up  to  $200  -  add  $6.00 
up  to  $300  -  add  $7.50 
up  to  $400  -  add  $8.75 
OVER $400  -add  $10.25 
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